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“He Will Keep the Feet of His Saints” 
By Annie Johnson Flint 
eh ~ 4 Samuel 2:9 
H* WILL, keep the feet of His saints 
HM bocce they Fe the. world’s broad highways 
‘And benciag the Susengedtidied ; 





He will keep the feet of His saints m 
When they cross the swift, "dark river, 

And its. waves shall not o’erflow thenf 
Though the tide runs deep and cold, 

Till they enter-into His gates 
And go no more out forever, 

~ To walk with Him in glory 

In the streets that are paved with gold. 





The Old Testament of Salvation 
Since Adam fell there has been but one way of 
salvation. On man’s part that way is faith in God's 
pore redemption. Israel was’ placed under’ the 
w, but. never with any suggestion that she could be 
saved by keeping the law. Abraham was not saved 
by his good works, but “Abraham believed God, and 
it was counted unto him for righteousness” (Rom. 


re +3). Adam ang Eve. were saved by faith; their 


iour was declared to them after their fall, but 
before they had been-expelled from Eden, as the seed 
of the woman (Gen. 3:15) ; the way of salvation was 


shown to themas ofe of blood redemption when God - 


made “coats of skins, and. clothed them.” °As- has 
often been pointed out, the red thread of salvation by 
the shed blood of the Son of God runs straight through 
the Old Testament as it does through thie Mew Nor 
can the New Testament’ of salvation be understood 
apart from the Old. Paul wrote to Timothy remind- 
ing him “that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. (2 
Tim. 3:15). But “the holy scriptures”. at that time 
consisted only of our Old Testament. Paul and Timo- 
thy had no other Bible; our New. Testament was thea 
still in the. making. How s 
mistake it is, therefore, when W/welkknowr :mission- 
ary says that, in carrying the age of: Christianity 
to.a heathen land (but he d 

he has best 


found that~- it: is to leave out: the Old 


-¢, BONGREGA TID 


nge and “régrettable a 


Ot call them heathen) >"2 


HAL Likiany 
MASS... 


Testament and confine his message-to Christ and the 
New Testament. Earlier in his missionary work, he 
says, he mistakenly supposed thathe must include the 
entire Bible;: now}:-he says, he denows better! _ It- is 
a poverty-stricken ‘message and: ministry that cuts 
out almost two-thirds of the God-breathed words. 
The Son of God during his earthly incarnation fed 
upon the Old Testament, used it for his personal 
sustena: made it his unfailing. weapon against every 
attack the : « .-“Had-ye believed Moses,” 
he said to those rejecting him; “ye would have believed 
me: for he wrote of me”. (John 5; 46). Christ preached 
the salvation of the Old Testament. Paul, the great- 
est of Christian missionaries, preached the salvation 
of the Old Testament. In the New Testament we 
have the full unfolding of the riches of the Old; we 
need both, for “all scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable.” 


a 


Old Time Prophecy and New Time Events 
Things are happening-in the world that never hap- 
pened before. Therefore, say those who like to think 
of themselves as truly modern and up to date, we can 
no longer accept the old-time religion or the old book 
called the Bible: new everits call for new views and 
ivi This reasoning overlooks the 

fact that God has not .changed,-and that God. wrote 
thé Bible, knowing the end from the beginning. The 
Bible is indeed a very old book, and its*-human authors 
did not have telephones-or automobiles, radios or air- 
planes. Yet what they wrote was as far ahead of 
any of the latest. events-as the mind of God is ahead 
of mind of-man. “For the prophecy came not in 
old by the will-of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were paovel te ts ‘Haly Ghost” (2 "Pet. 
1:21): This is why current events caf be understood 
only in the light. of Bible prophecy. ~Christabel Pank- 


hurst, whom God has used so signally to interpret. 


in this light, is preparing further arti- 
cles for readers of THe Sunpay Scuoor Tres. She 


on * 


will be speaking in many cities throughout — 
during the coming months. In a recent letter to the 
Editor she writes: “The situation in Europe has been 
so kaleidoscopic since I- returned that it has been 
quite diffictilt to fix it in articles, but I am now pre- 
paring one for THe SuNpAayY ScHOoE”’ Times and will 
send-it as soon as possible. Shifting asthe. situation 
has been it has continually pointed, as: the needle of 





the. compass, to the coming of our Lord. ‘Fear is the 
curse of the world at this hour of the year 1931,’ is 
the editorial comment of one of our London daily 
newspapers. How this sums up the situation as seen 
by .ourselves, as students. of prophecy, and how it ful- 
fills the Lord’s predictive word for the last days!” 
But those who know the Lord and believe his Word 
and look for his appearing are delivered from fear, 
“Looking for that, blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


PA 
Can We Conquer Sin? 


Is there any hope of. our conquering our sin? 
There is not. One great reason why even God’s own 
children are continually defeated by their sins is be- 
cause they keep on trying to conquer them. It 
cannot be done; the sooner we recognize this and turn 
from a hopeless effort, the sooner we can experience 
the real and only victory over sin. Christ is the only 
one’ who can conquer sin, Never having sinned him- 
self, utterly and eternally without sin, he took the 
sinner’s place and was “made sin” on the cross; and 
there, because of our sins, he “died unto sin once 
[for all]” (Rom. 6:10). When we receive Christ 
as Saviour we are baptized into his death, and “he 
that is dead is freed from sin.” As we recognize that 
in Christ we have died unto sin and have been raised 
again to “walk in newness of life," Christ himself 
living within us can and does meet our temptations 
victoriously and conquer sin for us afid in us, As 
George H. C. MacGregor, that young Scot. minister 
who entered into the secret of victory. and who years 
ago was taken to be with # ord, has said truly: 

a: Ss ple fromtheir sins 


; is fives: who “is peehneshd of all power. He 


takes them so into union with himself that they are 
within the circle of his life. = ae him as the 
branch in the vine. So their wea is turned into 
might by the advent of his strength into theif ‘lives. 
The sin which strives to enslave the believer finds that 
it has to deal with the believer's Lord. And by that 
Lord it is defeated; its power is broken. Jesus deals 
with sin as our Substitute, saving us from its guilt; 
as our Righteousness, saving us from its defilement; 
as our indwelling Lord, saving us from its power.” 
Let us give up forever the futile. fight of trying to 
conquer, our sins, and instead of trying, let us trust 
the One who has never been defeated. 


The Three Doors of the Apocalypse 


closely related parts of the closing book of the 
Bible. To the Philadelphian church our Lord 
says, “I. have set before thee an open door” (3:8); 
to the Laodicean chufch, “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock” (3:20); and-in the opening verse of the 
next chapter. we read, “Behold, a door was opened 
in: heaven.” — John, who saw. ‘this door opened in 
heaven, tells us that at the same time he heard a 
voice saying, “Come up hither’; and immediately he 
-was-transported into the midst of heavenly scenes. 
For those who accept the prophetic significance of 
the letters to tie seven churches there is a pro- 
foundiy impressive «suggestiveness’ im the sequence of 
these three doors of -the Apocal 
But’ fitst we must ‘be clear as to the fact that the 
seven letters give ‘us a foreview. of the spiritual his- 
tory of the church from: the closing of the apostolic 
age to the return ‘of the Lord. There are three ways 
of applying these letters from the ascerided Lord to 
his people on earth: ‘We recognize the primary ap- 
plication as consisting in the message they. conveyed 
to-the actual seven churches themselves at the time of 
writing. Then there is. the practical application of the 
spiritual léssons the letters provide for all time to the 
Church and the individual Christian. The primary and 
thé? practical applications are,’ of course, universally 
gnized. It is not so generally seen that a pre- 
- dittive significance also. attaches ‘to. this: -epistolaty 


Tee word “door” occurs in three different yet 


section of Revelation. Many able expositors, how- 
ever, have discerned in it a wonderful foreview of 
the general outline of church history in which the 
letters become so many photographs of the spiritual 
cumeeet of the church from her earliest to her latest 
ys. og 

Thus viewed, Ephesus, with her toil and patience, 
her abhorrence. of false apostles yet already waning 
in love, sets forth. the early churchat the close of 
the apostolic days. ee hn answers to Ps riod of 
pagan persecution; Os suggests the frst cor- 
ruption of the church as she began to. lose her early 
purity after the conversion of Constantine. In Thya- 
tira can be seen the development of this declension 
through an idolatrous Jezebel. ‘As Jezebel of old brought 
idolatry into Israel, so Romanism now appears and 
unites Christian teaching. with pagan ceremonies. 
Safdis brings us down to professing Protestantism, 
whose works até not perfect but in which “under the 
name’ and boast of life was death.” 

To Philadelphia is addressed a letter of unmingled 
praise. These believers are folk of “little strength” 
but ‘great faithfulness. If the name is significant, then 
this is the churchof true brotherly love. They kéep 
the word’ of Christ and refuse:to deny his name, ap- 
parently at a time when failure in thése respects ‘is 
widespread. To ‘them is openéd a door of opportunity 


which, weak as they are, shall not be shut agathet)” : 
them by any. Even some who say they are Jews, 
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and are not, shall recognize in these the beloved of 
the Lord. And to this church is given not only the 
assurance of a divinely opened door and notable in- 
stances of conversion, but the promise of divine pro- 
tection “from the hour of temptation, which shall come 
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth,” 

It is pure evangelical Christianity that is pictured 
for us here,, and particularly as it blossomed forth 
with the Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth century. 
From its spirit of brotherly love have come the mod- 
ern missionary movement and many modern social 
reforms. Faithfulness to the word and name of Christ 
in her characteristic, and to her has been opened for 
more tham a century a door of evangelistic and mis- 
sionary opportunity such as Christ alone could make 
possible. 

A door appears as part of the picture of Christen- 
dom that follows, the Laodicean. -It is not a door 
opened by Christ for his people, but a door closed to 
Christ by his people. “Behold, I stand at the door; 
and knock.” In this last letter is the final stage of 
professing Christianity. There are high pretensions. 
“I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need 
of nothing.” Here is a wealthy and influential Chris- 
tianity; surely it is the church of our own time with 
her splendid organizations, her imposing edifices, her 
high salaried officials, and her influence in politics and 
business. But she is nauseating to Christ for her 
lukewarmness. Hear: Seiss on this: “It is lukewarm 
— nothing decided, — partly hot, partly cold, — divided 
between Christ and the world,—not willing to give 
up: pretension to the heavenly and yet clinging close 
to the earthly, — having too much conscience to cast 
off the name of Christ and too much love for the 
world to take a firm and honest stand entirely on his 
side . . . a joining of the ballroom to the communion 
table, the opera and the worship of God, the feasting 
and riot of the. world with pretended charities and 
Christian benevolences.” The delusive nature of her 
self-satisfaction is brought out in the words of the 
Lord, “Thou sayest .. . and knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked.” He himself is on the outside of this church. 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.” Upon the 
real Christ Laodicean Christianity has closed her door. 

It is especially sad to reflect that, though the Laodi- 
cean spirit is widespread in Christendom as a whole, 
it has very largely invaded that section of the church 
that is professedly evangelical. Where the fathers 
were of the Philadelphian communion, the children 
today are of the Laodicean fellowship. Churches that 
were born of fervent evangelical zeal are now living 
in an insipid lukewarmness that shames the evangelical 
traditiofis behind them. Philadelphian whole-heart- 
edness is being displaced in many instances by Laodi- 
cean half-heartedness. 

With this condition of things as cause we must 
connect as effect the startling fact that the Philadel- 
phian door today has the appearance of being a closing 
door. 

To some that may sound incredible. Most of us 
see only small segments of the church’s work in mis- 
sions and evangelism; but those who are in a posi- 
tion to view things on a world-wide scale tell us that 
the Philadelphian door seems to be closing. It is 
true that many missions are carrying on aggressive 
soul winning work still, but certainly foreign mission- 
ary ek as a whole is suffering a grave setback. The 
facts were recently set forth in THE SuNpAY ScHooL 
Times of November 30, 1929, by the late Dr. W. M. 
Turnbull. He quoted an authority to the effect that in 
1926 the amount given to six major American mis- 
-sionary boards was between six and seven million dol- 
lars less than the peak years, that several of the largest 
boards were hundreds of thousands in debt, and that 
student volunteers for foreign service had fallen in 
number more than fifty percent in the last six or seven 
years. Dr. Turnbull pointed out that the falling off 
in foreign mission giving coincided with the time of 
America’s greatest prosperity and with a time of rapid 
increase in church giving for home projects. Various 
reasons are, given for this state of things, but they 
have to do largely, in one way or another, with that 
closed door in the Laodicean church. 

Since it is our heavenly Lord alone who can hold 
open before his people in the face of the fierce opposi- 
tion of Satan a door of world-wide evangelistic oppor- 
tunity, it must come to pass that wherever he is forced 
into retirement by the change from Philadelphian to 
Laodicean conditions, there the door once kept open 
by him must close. The promise of the open door 
and the assurance that none could shut it are given 
to Philadelphia only. They cease to be effective where 
a Lacdicean fellowship takes the place of what was 
once Philadelphian. 

here is no need to draw the pessimistic conclusion 
that, because the door of Gospel opportunity may soon 
be. closed forever, we might as well throw up our 
hands. Rather should the present facts stir all of God’s 
true people to greater zeal in using the opportunity 
that remains. It would seem that we may think of 
all the four last phases of Christendom, — Thyatiran, 
Sardisian, Philadelphian, and Laodicean,—as exist- 
ing side by side at the end. As long as there is a 
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Philadelphian remnant, before such will be set the 
door that none can shut. Thus it may never entirely 
close, and the possibility of its wide re-opening if 
revival should come is ever present; but, while the 
present displacement of Philadelphian by Laodicean 
conditions continues, so long will the door of world 
evangelism gradually close; not because of the pres- 
sure of opposition from without the church, but be- 
cause of the exclusion from his church of the One 
who held it open from within. 

When the Philadelphian door is closing, and when 
the Laodicean church exists with her door closed upon 
the Lord Jesus, then let his people watch for the 
opening of a door in Heaven. : 

John’s reference, in the first verse of chapter four, 
to the opening of the door in Heaven is part of an 
account of his own experience while being given these 
revelations. With the beginning of that chapter a 
transition takes place between the epistolary section of 
Revelation, which is concerned with happenings within 
the churches on earth, and a new section of the book 
that has to do with events taking place in’ Heaven. 
John has at this point a marvelous experience that 
befits the transition in the content of the revelations 
he is receiving. He himself experiences a transition 
from earth to. Heaven.. He saw a door opened in 
Heaven; he heard a trumpet voice saying, “Come up 
hither”; and immediately he was “in the spirit” and 
beheld persons and events in Heaven. Apparently he 
entered into an extraordinary state of consciousness 
here, perhaps comparable to that experienced by the 
apostle Paul when he was caught up to the third 
Heaven. 

The experience introduced a new series of revela- 
tions to Johr.~ It would seem also to possess a sym- 
bolic significance making it suggestive of an event yet 
to take place. It was of John that Peter had once 
asked of the Lord, “What shall this man do?” and 
had received the answer, “If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee?” John did not live to 
see the Second Advent historicaliy realized, but he 
did live to see it in apocalyptic vision. So viewed he 
becomes for us here a representative of Christ’s faith- 
ful people. He hears the trumpet voice say, “Come up 
hither,” and immediately he is- translated. In this, 
John is a type of true -believers who are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord. What here hap- 
pened to him will then happen to them. “For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God [note the trumpet voice]: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). A trum- 
pet voice and a change from mortality to immortality 
that shall take place in the twinkling of an eye are 
also referred to in 1 Corinthians 15: 51-54 as await- 
ing the people of God. For them a door in Heaven 
shall open some day, the trumpet voice will sound, and 
the words “Come up hither” shall then be heard and 
the power for their realization be experienced. 

That this great event is to take place at the end of 
the church age is one great prophetic truth; that the 
Laodicean is the final condition to be developed in 
Christendom is a second; and a third is the predicted 
time of world-wide tribulation referred to in various 
Scriptures and apparently just preceding the Second 
Advent, “the hour of temptation” that is “to try all 
them that dwell upon the earth,” from which the Phila- 
delphian believers are to be delivered. It does not 
require a seer’s vision to know that world-wide dis- 


tress of nations could easily and quickly be precipi- . 


tated in this: day of ours. Human foresight discerns 
it now, and our present feverish endeavors to limit 
armaments and promote peace arise out of such fears. 
With Laodicean conditions already largely developed, 
and with “the great tribulation” a humanly foreseen 
possibility, the promise of protection to Philadelphia 
becomes a vitai present interest. May it not prove, as 
many believe and teach, that it shall be by the opening 
of a door in Heaven and the translation of his people 
to the security of his own abode that God will safe- 
guard them from that day of trouble? Such a rapture 
we have seen to be predicted for the end of the age, 
and such an event may be timed so as to be the means 
of effecting, the promised deliverance. The prospect 
calls for solemn heart searching. 

Here we are, living in these portentous days when 
the Philadelphian door is closing, when Laodicea with 
her door closed in the face of her Lord is seen before 
our very eyes, and when at any time, concurrent with 
the great tribulation that threatens so near at hand, a 
door in Heaven may open for the escape by rapture of 
those whom the Lord Christ has promised to keep 
from that hour. 

First, let us ask ourselves what is our spiritual kin- 
ship? In what company do we find ourselves more at 
home, in that of the modern successors of the Phila- 
delphian church, or in that of the present counterparts 
of the Laodiceans? There is no promise of protec- 
tion from tribulation given to the Laodicean church, 
Therefore let us ask our hearts, judging ourselves in 
regard to the spirit of our Christian life rather than 
by the externals of mere church relationship, are we 
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of Philadelphia or of Laodicea? It would seem that 
Laodicean Christianity as a whole will need the shock 
of tribulation experiences to startle it into reality. 
Corporately, Laodicea as such is to be spued out of 
our Lord’s mouth, but individually not all the Laodi- 
ceans are abandoned by him they have excluded. It 
is an appealing picture our Lord gives of himself in 
relation to the Laociceans.‘ “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: ij any mam [an appeal to the indi- 
vidual] hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with-him, and he with me.” 
The present is a time when some are hearing this 
appeal, are opening to him, and are making the transi- 
tion from the Laodicean to the Philadelphian’ condition 
of heart. It is our Lord’s last appeal to the lukewarm 
Christian before He speaks in the stern accents of 
tribulation days: To some it may come through the 
reading of these lines. Oh, heed it well; the door of 
opportunity may soon close, the door of rapture may 
soon open, but for you to enter either the one or 
the other, that door by which you now exclude your 
Lord must be opened for his incoming. 

And, for such as know the blessedness of his in- 
dwelling and the delight of his fellowship, the closing 
of the Gospel door and the opening of the heavenly 
door seen as imminent possibilities must be a spur to 
renewed effort to make the most of the present oppor- 
tunity for witnessing to him. Way’s picturesque ren- 
dering of Ephesians 5:16 imparts a new. urgency to 
an exhortation written long ago but never so pertinent 
as now. “Grasp at each opportunity (like merchants 
who eagerly buy up a scarce commodity): for ‘the 
evil days’ are on us.” 


Work till the last beam fadeth, 
Fadeth to shine no more; 

Work while the night is darkening, 
When man’s work is o’er. 
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The British Christian Herald’s 
True Testimony 


In a leading editorial in THe SuNpAY ScHooL 
Times early this year (February 21) a recent volume 
of great value was reviewed under the title “Evolu- 
tion Disastrously Cross-Examined.”1 The editorial 
showed how this dispassionate study of the scientific 
evidence demolishes the unscientific positions of evolu- 
tion, and, noting that evolution “breaks out in un- 
looked-for places,” the Times quoted from an article 
by Mrs. Honoré Willsie Morrow in the Christian 
Herald with the sentence, “The millions of ages during 
which sentient jelly on a receding seashore slowly, 
slowly evolved into man.” Following the publication 
of the Times editorial, the following letter was re- 
ceived from W. Percy Hicks, Editor of the Christian 
Herald of London: 


I have heard from two of your readers on this side 
who are concerned about a quotation in Tur SuNpDAY 
ScHoot TiMEs as coming from the Christian Herald. 
It is something about sentient jelly slowly evolving 
into man. The quotation is presumably from the 
New York Christian Herald, as it is the antipodes 
of our teaching. We believe the Word of God from 
cover to cover and do not accept these modern sophis- 
tries. 

A few days ago I met Mr. George T. B. Davis of 
Pocket Testament fame and rejoiced to hear of the 
great work you are doing. 

You will be glad to know that we are still “going 
strong” here, with an average weekly sale of a quar- 
ter of a million. 


THe SunpAy ScuHoot Times gladly publishes this 
letter of sincere fellowship and ringing testimony from 
Mr. Hicks, and rejoices in the true stand and world- 
wide ministry of this great and honored periodical 
published in England. It was, of course, another paper 
of the same name, the Christian Herald of New York, 
that published the article by Mrs. Morrow with the 
regrettable and wholly imaginary statement about the 
origin of man. The editorial positions and convictions 
of these two journals of the same name are much 
farther apart than the 3,000 miles that lie between 
their respective publishing houses. The Christian 
Herald of ,England stands uncompromisingly for the 
integrity of the Bible, the blood Gospel of the Son of 
God, and the fundamental doctrines of the evangelical 
Christian faith. It is good to'know of the enormous 
circulation of such a sound, true testimony, and may 
God maintain and increase the circulation of this Bible- 
honoring ‘sheet. 

1 This book, privately printed by the author, is not on 
sale. He writes that he has a limited number of copies for 
distribution “to people of indépendent minds. The number 
available will, of course, have a limit, but I hope to get them 
into the hands of earnest readers.” He may be addressed 
in care of Cutting, Moore, and Sidley, 1: South La. Salle 
Street, Chicago. 















cwConyrog RP eye OSS 


Oe fh Oh Oe oO 










aR Rah ee AN Rea Be ete cd ie 





‘Lesson for November 29 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES | 


\ 














The Great Fire at Jericho 


One hundred thousand potsherds and charred food 3,000 
years old that corroborate the Bible record 


By Sir Charles Marston 














the reality of Christianity, and with this is 

involved the question of the integrity of Holy 
Scripture. As a recent letter in the London Times 
puts it, there is a shallow yet widespread fear that 
the bases of the Christian faith have beén undermined 
by modern investigation. 

Now it is true that the increase of human knowledge 
during the past century has revealed the universe 
vaster and more wonderful than was dreamed of by 
our grandfathers; and quite possibly vaster and more 
wonderful than was dreamed of by the earthly. authors 
of the Bible. But have we even yet begun to approach 
the end of these wonders? Do we really think that 
any man begins to know as much as that Holy Spirit 
who is alleged to have inspired the Old Testament 
writers? Can mankind today, any more than the 
patriarch Job, face the divine question, “Where wast 
thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?” (Job 


Te supreme question for the world today is 


: 4.) E 

Today the world is accustomed to attribute its 
advance in knowledge, and in the comforts and con- 
veniences of everyday life, to science; and, whereas 
in former times people accepted without question the 
authority of the Church of Rome, so today people 
are. inclined to accept without question anything ad- 
vanced in the name‘ of science, however incredible: it 
may seem to be. Now, while all reasonable people 
recognize the benefits that real science confers upon 
the world, yet we cannot allow ourselves to be hyp- 
-notized by a name, nor forego our common sense in 
distinguishing between the real science and spurious 
brands which ‘are only science in name. 


The Uncertainty of Modern Knowledge 


Our authority has been the Bible, and, while I 
think we are bound to recognize that God is especially 
revealing himself in these latter days, we must never- 
theless maintain that there rests a heavy onus of 
proof upon those who wish to correct any part of 
Holy Scripture., There are, however, good and earnest 
Christian men who think otherwise and who are ready 
to mutilate and reconstruct the Old Testament so as 
to bring it “into line with modern knowledge.” But 
the attitude of Christ toward the Old Testament ap- 
pears to raise insuperable difficulties to our regarding, 
say, the Book of Deuteronomy as not having originally 
been written by Moses. Our Lord quotes Deuteronomy 
in the temptation in the wilderness. Is it likely he 
would have quoted a forgery? Would not the Devil 
—the very father of lies—have joyfully reminded 
him of that fact? + 

But even apart from religious difficulties, there exist 
weighty reasons for the-belief that modern knowledge 
is not adequate to criticize the Bible. The mere fact 
that modern knowledge is so progressive in character, 
and that its conclusions are so constantly being 
changed, should warn us against any attempt to modify 
revelation to suit it. It must be remembered that at 
the beginning of this century many scientists assumed 
they knew about all there was to be known of the 
laws of nature. But today Professor Eddington, un- 
doubtedly a leading man of science, writes of “the 
appalling and insistent nature of our ignorance” of 
these laws. And just as we are ignorant of the laws 
of nature, so we are still ignorant both of ancient 
history and of most essential matters connected with 
the Bible. 

If anyone feels disposed to question these state- 
ments let him cast his eyes on what is all the while 
being discovered. 

Thus, for example, the Higher Criticism of the 
Bible started with the assumption that there was no 
such thing as the art of writing in the time of Moses. 
The fact that cuneiform and pictorial forms of writ- 
ing existed from the very dawn of civilization has 
‘always made this a dubious assumption. But today 
we are faced with the further fact that on the coast 
of Asia Minor, opposite the Island of Cyprus, there 
have just been found alphabetical writings of. the time 
of Moses which appear to form the basis of the He- 
brew alphabet. 

You will, I think, like me to devote my address 
to the conclusions reached from the excavations of 
Jericho in which I have been financially interested 
during the past three years. So I do not propose 
further to explore the defects of past Bible criticism. 
I will only suggest that in the light of archeological 
discoveries most commentaries on the Bible are be- 
coming as much out of date as books on physics be- 
fore Einstein’s discovery. Let us hope that commenta- 
tors will display the same openness of mind as the 
physicists have done, and recognize the significance 
of discoveries now being made. 


Sir Charles Marston has been “financially inter- 
ested,” as he modestly expresses it, in the archeo- 
logical research conducted on the site of Jericho 
during the past three years, by Professor Garstang, 
formerly Director of Antiquities to the Palestine 
Government. Sit Charles recently made an ad- 
dress before the Church Association at Queen’s 
College, Birmingham, England, describing some 
of the results of the work at Jericho, which he is 
now passing on to readers of The Sunday School 
Times. The digging has resulted in overwhelming 
corroboration: of the facts given in the Book of 
Joshua and, as Sir Charles shows, the destructive 
positions of the Higher Critics are demolished. 








Professor Garstang, as you are probably aware, is 
an experienced excavator; he was formerly Director 


-of Antiquities to the Palestine Government. ' He has 


just rewurned from what may be called our third 
Jericho Expedition to Palestine. It was my priv- 
ilege to bear the cost of the first two expeditions, but 
on the present occasion I shared the cost with the 
late Lord Melchett, whose generosity I much appre- 
ciated and whose recent death we all deplore. 
- Professor Garstang’s reputation as an independent 
investigator made it quite impossible for me to sug- 
gest that he should exercise even the smallest prej- 
udice in favor of any views I held about the Bible. 
I sent him out to ascertain the truth so far as he 
could do so from the evidence on the spot. He had 
an entirely open mind as to what he was likely to find, 
and he tells me that he is still quite prepared to modify 
his conclusions if future discoveries should lead him 
to do so. I think the bane of much of the past work 
on the Bible has been the inability of experts to keep 
this open mind. In every respect I am fortunate in 
having had Professor Garstang to undertake this work, 
but in this respect I have been particularly fortunate. 
Our first expedition, some three years ago, began 
with Hazor, the site of which Professor Garstang 
had previously located about ten miles north of the 
Lake of Galilee. After preliminary work at Hazor, 
Professor Garstang went south and examined both Ai 
and Jericho in a similar manner. As a result he came 
to the tentative conclusion that all three cities had 
been destroyed by fire, and the broken pottery with 
which the sites were strewn led him to the conclusion 
that these conflagrations all took place at about the 
same period, and that period was approximately 1400 
B. C. Thus the simultaneous destruction by fire gave 
evidence in favor of the authenticity of the Book of 
Joshua ; but far more remarkable, the pieces of pottery 
gave evidence in favor of the Bible date. 


When Was Jericho Destroyed? 


The sixth chapter of the first book of Kings opens 
with the statement that Solomon’s temple was founded 
480 years after the Exodus. Now the date of this 
foundation has been approximately fixed at 967 B. C. 
If we add 480 years to this we arrive at 1447 B. C. 
for the date of the Exodus; while if we deduct the 
forty years of wandering in the wilderness we come 
to 1407 B. C. as the Bible date for the destruction of 
Jericho. 

But on other grounds altogether the date of the 
Exodus has been assumed to have taken place during 
the reign of the Pharaoh Merenpthah, say between 
1215 and 1260 B. C., and this has become a generally 
accepted date. That made it all the more important 
that Professor Garstang should verify the provisional 
conclusions of his first expedition. So the following 
year we organized a second expedition which carried 
out a much more thorough excavation of the site of 
Jericho. During that visit Professor Garstang care- 
fully examined some 60,000 fragments of pottery from 
the burnt stratum of the city without finding a single 
one which he considered justified a later date than 
1400 B. C. 

The absence of the so-called Mycenean Ware from 
this stratum furnished an impressive indication of the 
correctness of this early date, and the only piece of 
this type of pottery that was found at all came to 
light on the surface right above it. 

Not content with these conclusions, Professor Gar- 
stang, with the financial aid of Lord Melchett and my- 
self, undertook a third expedition to Jericho. this 
spring. He has examined another 40,000 potsherds in- 
cluding complete vases, many of the latter found in 
sitt in the rooms of the burnt houses, and they all 
confirm his previous conclusions regarding the date 
1400 B. C. , 


Thus we reach the conclusion that, if the present 
knowledge of the dating, of pottery is to be relied on, 
the assumption that Merenpthah was the Pharaoh of 
the Exodus must be discarded, and the event must be 
placed in the early years of Amenophes II. 

Before I enumerate the very interesting results that 
follow from this conclusion, I would refer to some 
of the other discoveries made during the excavations. 

In the first place, it is remarkable how thoroughly 
and systematically Jericho was burnt, and when it was 
in actual occupation. In the course of his many ex- 
cavations Professor Garstang has become quite familiar 
with the strata of burnt cities, but none of these has 
left such éxtraordinary signs of thoroughness of de- 
struction by fire as the Jericho of Joshua. 

Strange as it may sound, the very burning has been 
responsible for the preservation of many portions of 
food. In the ordinary course these would have long 
since decayed and perished, but the burning has car- 
bonized and so preserved them for a period of over 
3,000 years. So there have been unearthed stores of 
carbonized wheat, barley, lentils, dates, onions, pepper- 
corns, and even pieces of dough. My wife now has 
some of these in her possession, and they include also 
a piece of rope such as might well have been used 
to lower the spies from the walls. The many burnt 
reeds suggest that these were what Rahab used to 
cover and conceal the spies on the roof. Large quan- 
tities of burnt acacia wood indicate that this was the 
type of timber in general use. 

Frequent inquiries have been made, since Jericho 
excavations began, whether we have discovered how 
the walls of Jericho came to fall down flat at the 
sound of the trumpets as described in the Book of 
Joshua. Professor Garstang has been too cautious 
to commit himself on this subject until up to the pres- 
ent. Now that he has made three examinations of 
the site of ancient Jericho, and very extensive excava- 
tions, he reports that the’ walls have fallen outward in 
places in a remarkable manner, and that the evidence 
suggests that the apparent cause was an earthquake. 

If this solution is correct, it is interesting to notice 
that it was the occurrence of such phenomena just 
at that particular time which constitutes the miraculous 
element in the narrative. 


The Royal Palace and the Cemetery 


My accotiht of the work of Professor Garstang 
would not be complete if I omitted to mention the 
recent discovery of what he believes to be the re- 
mains of the royal palace. The time at his disposal 
made it quite impossible to undertake any thorough 
excavation of this important building; on a subsequent 
occasion we hope to carry out this work. There, if 
anywhere, we are likely to find clay tablets bearing 
cuneiform inscriptions, and of course these may either 
confirm the dating derived from the pottery, or lead 
to another conclusion. But so far as Professor Gar- 
stang can judge from the evidence at his disposal, 
1407 B. C. stands as the approximate date of destruc- 
tion. 

Of equal importance to his other discoveries, and 
of even greater testimony to Professor Garstang’s 


skill as an excavator, is his finding of the necropoliss 


(cemetery) of Jericho. This lies not far from the 
ruins and seems to be of vast extent. There appear 
to be thousands of tombs. The one uncovered, and 
completely excavated, was of circular shape with a 
diameter of about thirty feet and a depth of about 
six feet. From this tomb have been taken about 500 
articles, including necklaces, flutes of bone, beads, and 
the like, and something like 300 complete pots and 
vases, all of the period 2000 B. C. to 1800 B. C. 

As a result of his work in Palestine, of which these 
Jericho excavations are the climax, Professor Gar- 
stang has just written a book entitled “The Founda- 
tions of Bible History.”2 Professor Sayce, who saw 


the proofs, declares that the work will create a pro-‘ 


found sensation. 

One of the perplexities of the books of Joshua and 
Judges has been to reconcile their narrative with the 
Egyptian accounts of their conquests of Palestine dur- 
ing these times. Professor Garstang finds that, with 
a date of 1407 B. C. for the fall of Jericho, events 
fit into Egyptian history. In an illuminating passage 
he points out that the royal badge of the Pharaohs 
was a hornet, and that Palestine was overrun time 
and again by Thotmes III and his successors, from 
1479 B. C, downward. Now in Exodus 23: 28, Deuter- 
onomy 7:20; and Joshua 24:12, allusions are made 
to some mysterious power symbolized by the hornet 
which went before and broke the power of the*-Ca- 


+ Ray Long and Richard R. Smith, Inc., New York City, $s. 
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The Good News: A Christmas Service 


Here is a Christian solution of that annual Christmas program problem 











By Mary Brainerd Smith I 














Opentna HyMN BY THE ScHoot—‘Sing the Good 
News.” + 
(Tune, “There’s a Song in the Air.”) 

Sing, O sing the good news, 

Sound it forth far and wide, 
That a Saviour is born, 

Here on earth to abide, — 
How that God from His Heaven of glory above 
Has sent down His own Son in His infinite love. 


Sing, O sing the good news, 

That in heavenly strain, 
First -by angels was sung 

Over Bethlehem plain, — F 
How that God’s love unmeasured shone forth as He gave 
His own Son to this world, that the world He might save. 


Sing, O sing the good news, 
That to shepherds was told, 
While a glory light shone 
Through that glad night of old, — 
How that God, in His love for a sad world of woe, 
Gave His Son that salvation 'and joy all might know. 


Sing, O sing the good, news, 
That shall banish earth’s fear, 
For man’s Saviour has come, 
God’s Messiah is here; — 
For God so loved the world that He gave His own Son, 
That for mortals of earth Heaven's bliss might be won. 


OPENING SENTENCES BY THE LEADER. 


Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; shew forth 
his salvation from day to day (Psa. 96: 2). 

For he hath visited and redeemed his people, and 
hath raised up an horn of salvation for us (Luke 1: 


'O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his 
name together (Psa. 34:3). 


OPENING PRAYER. | 


Hymn By THE ScHooc—“Christmas Bells Are Ring- 
ing.” 
(Tune, “Angel Voices Ever Singing.”) 
Christmas bells are ringing, ringing, 
News, glad news for aye. — 
Angels first to earth came singing 
News, glad news for aye, 
Of a Saviour, meek and lowly, 
Babe so holy, 
Born today. 


Christmas bells are telling, telling 
News, glad news for aye, 
God Himself with man is dwelling, 
News, glad news for aye, 
Christ, in Mary’s tender keeping, 
Sweetly sleeping 
Lies today. 


» Christmas bells are pealing, pealing 
News, glad news for aye, 
To all men God's love revealing, 
News, glad news for aye; 
God’s own Son, a Saviour given, 
E’en from Heaven 
Comes today. 


Christmas bells are sending, sending 
News, glad news for aye, 
To all lands of earth extending, 
News, glad news for aye; 
Christ, for évery tribe and nation 
God’s salvation, 
Comes today. 


Christmas bells are sounding, sounding 
‘News, glad news for aye; 
Down the ages still resounding 
News, glad news for aye; 
Christ, in God’s own time appointed, 
His Anointed, 
Comes today. 


Part I. Foretelling the Good News 

RESPONSIVE READING. 

parse tai the day of the Lord cometh (Zech. 
14:1). 

School—Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will perform that good thing which I have 
promised (Jer. 33:14). . 

Leader—And I will give to Jerusalem one that bring- 
eth good tidings (Isa. 41: 27). 

School—The Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory 
shall be seen upon thee (Isa. 60:2). 

Leader—And the Redeemer shall come to Zion (Isa. 
59: 20). 

School—And all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God (Isa. §2: 10). 


Exercise BY INTERMEDIATE Puprts—“Glad News from 
a Far Country.” 


First Scholar—As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is 
good news from a far country (Prov. 25: 25). 
Second Scholar— ve 
From a far land the tidings came 
Upon that glorious night, 
When white-robed messengers came down 
From realms of glory light. 
The pearly gates were open flung, 
As swiftly forth they went, 
A’ great host of the angel throng, 
On their blest errand sent. 


Third Scholar— 

Through starry skies they winged their flight, 
Until at length on earth, 

The herald angel there proclaimed 
The Saviour’s holy birth. 

And then the bright, celestial choir 
Burst forth in that sweet strain, 

Which down the corridors of time 
Oft echoes once again. 


Fourth Scholar— 

The courts of Heaven thrilled o’er with joy, 
With wondrous, holy mirth, 

That men might Heaven’s own bliss attain 
Through Jesus, born on earth. 

And to that thirsting, longing earth 
Those stheavenly heralds sped, 

That this glad news, hike waters cool, 
Slould o’er the world be shed. 


Fifth Scholar—Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Sav- 
iour, which is Christ the Lord (Luke 2: 10, 11). 


HymMn BY THE Primary DEPARTMENT—‘Christ Is 
Born, the Angels Say.” 
(Tune, “Once in Royal David’s City.) 

In the fields: the lambs were gathered, 
With the shepherds watching by, 

When the angels came from Heaven, 
Bending downward from the sky. 

“Christ is born,” the angels say, 

“Christ is born this Christmas day.” 


Ox and ass were safely sheltered 
In a shed so rude and bare, 
When a mother laid her Baby 
In the manger standing there. 
Jesus, cradled on ‘the hay, 

Sweetly slept on Christmas day. 
Sheep and shepherds heard the angels, 
Oxen shared with Him their stall, 
When He came, so meek and lowly, 
Who is truly Lord of all. 
= there in Bethlehem lay, 
orn for us on Christmas day. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS, OFFERTORY PRAYER, OFFERING. 
Part Il. First Telling the Good News 

RESPONSIVE READING. 

Leader—Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord (Luke 2: 10, 11). 

School—For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever. believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life 
(John 3: 16). 

Leader—To you is the word of this salvation sent 
(Acts 13: 26). 

School—Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; ... 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just; 
and having salvation (Zech. 9:9). 

Leader—Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, 
and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have 
waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation (Isa. 25:9). 

School—For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: the government shall be upon his 
shoulder (Isa, 9:6). - 

Leader—The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in 
the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation cf our God (Isa. 
52:10). 

St now is the day of salvation (2 Cor. 

= 3). 

EXerRcIsE BY Primary Pupits—‘“Spelling the Good 
News.” 

First Pupil— 

We fain would spell f 
God’s Word - veers zee e weeds 


? 


And one that will bring life and joy 
To all who truly heed. 


Second Pupil (carrying the letter G)—God ‘so loved 


the world, that he gave his only Lcgotten Son 
(John 3: 16). 

Third Pupil (carrying letter O)—Our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3: 18). 

Fourth Pupil (carrying the letter D)—Who went 
about doing good (Acts 10; 38). 

Fifth Pupil (carrying the letter S.)—Seeking and sav- 
ing the lost (Luke 19: 10). 

Sixth Pupil (carrying the letter P)—Preaching the 
acceptable year of the Lord (Luke 4:19). 

Seventh Pupil (carrying the letter E)—Enduring the 
cross (Heb. 12:2). 

Eighth Pupil (carrying the letter L)—Laying down 
his life for the sheep (John 10:15). 

Ninth Pupil (carrying the letter L)—Loving and liv- 
ing forevermore. 

Tenth Pupil— 

’Twas so of old they wrote it down, 
And meant God’s tale as told, 


The story of Christ sent to earth 
God’s great love to unfold. 


(Here the children who hold the letters D and the 
final L step back, and the others close up the gaps, 
leaving the word “Gospel” spelled out). 


Christ’s life, His death, His risen power, 
And His ascent above 

Spell out for us God’s great, glad news, 
Our “Gospel” of His love. 


HyMNn BY THE JuNIon DeparTMENT—“Glory, Glory, 
Hear the Angels Sing.” 


(Tune, “Ring the Bells of Heaven.’’) 
On the midnight darkness burst a heavenly light, 
Ushering in the glory of the morn. 
‘Lo, in David’s city,”’ hark the angel’s word, 
“Unto you a Saviour now is born.” 


Chorus 
“Glory, glory,” hear the angels sing; 
“Glory, glory,” let the joy bells ring. 
Lo, in David’s city Christ is born this day, 
For man’s saving God has made a way. 


On the solemn stillness burst a heavenly strain, 
Whose sweet echoes never more shall cease. 
“Glory in the highest be to God above, 
And to men His own good. will-and peace.” (Cho.) 


To the shepherd watchers came the glorious news 
nm that wondrous night of long ago; 

But the great, glad tidings God sent down for all, 

That all people may their Saviour know. (Cho.) 


Part III. Forthtelling the Good News 

RESPONSIVE READING. 

ee toe day is a day of good tidings (2 Kings 
7:9). 

School—How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub- 
lisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation (Isa. 52:7). 

Leader—O Zion, that bringesi good tidings, get thee 
up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that 
bringest good tidings, lift. up thy voice with 
strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the 

‘* cities of Judah, Behold your God! (Isa. 40: 9.) 

School—Declare his doings among the people, make 
mention that his name is exalted ... for he hath 
done excellent things (Isa. 12:4, 5). 

Leader—Shew forth his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the heathen, his won- 
ders among all people (Psa. 96: 2, 3). 

School—Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15). 

All—And ali flesh shall know that I the Lord am thy 
Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of 
Jacob (Isa. 49: 26). 


EXeErcisE BY JUNIOR Puprrs—“Telling the Tidings.” 
First Pupil— 

When the Lord Christ was born, ’twas so long, long ago, 

How do we the good news of His coming now know? 
Second Pupil— 

From God’s Heaven above came an angel to say 

To some shepherds that Jesus was born Christmas day. 
Third Pupil— 

And those shepherds the 

spread, 

That the Christ they had found, as the angel had said. 

Fourth Pupil— 


And when Christ was a man, those who found Him 


good news to all ’round them 


rejoiced, 
And to others the wondrous good tidings théy voiced. 







































































































































Lesson for November 29 


Fifth Pupil— 

It was John told his brother, and Andrew his, too, 

And then Philip Nathanael, and so the word grew. 
Sixth Pupil— 

And when Christ had ascended, His friends boldly then 

Told Jerusalem folks of His life among men. 
Seventh Pupil— 

And apostles and followers, soon scattered around, 

Wherever they went told of- Christ they had“found. 
Eighth Pupil— 

While still later came Paul, and through all lands he 


went, 
Proclaiming the good news Christ’s coming had meant. 
Ninthe Pupil— 
And so one told another, as year followed year, 
The glad news that in Christ God Himself had drawn 
near. 
Tenth Pupil— 


And as ages have passed, those who’ve found Him have 


to 

To others the tidings they could not withhold. 
Eleventh Pupil— 

And so even to us there has come the great news. 

Shall we tell it to others, or dare we refuse? 
Twelfth Pupil— 

Christ has come that all men His salvation might share. 

Then tell His glad Gospel to men everywhere. 


Missionary Appress BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT, 


CLosinc Hymn sy THE ScHoor—“O Publish the 
Tidings.” 


(Tune, “My Jesus, I Love Thee.”) 


O publish the tidings, the glad word forthtell, 
That God has come down with His people to dwell. 
Far off has He dwelt in His high, holy place. 
But now comes in Christ that all men see His face, 


Chorus (repeating the last two lines of the music). 


O publish the tidings till all earth shall hear, 
That Jesus has come and salvation draws near. 


O publish the tidings, proclaim this blest morn, 
That in little Bethlehem Jesus is born. 

No longer is God to His people unknewn, 

For lo, ’tis Emmanuel comes to His own. (Cho.) 


O publish the tidings till men everywhere 
Shall- aw God has come that man’s life He may 
re, : 
. That no longer men die far from’ God in their sin, 
But to life eternal may all enter in. (Cho.) 


BENEDICTION. 
we 


A Christian Christmas in Church 
By Roy L. Aldrich 


HE day we remember as the birthday of our Lord 

is not far away. The conventional way of cele- 
brating Christmas even on the part of Christians is 
selfish and unscriptural. The Scriptural pattern for 
Christmas is given us in*Matthew 2:11. The wise 
men from the east presented their gifts—not to one 
another — but to Christ, himself. Instead of giving 
our gifts to the Lord by giving to his work, we spend 
our savings upon ourselves. We trade gifts -with 
relatives and friends and the Lord’s work is left to 
suffer. It is safe to say that the money spent by 
Christians upon themselves at Christmas -would pay 
the debts of all our mission boards and in addition 
provide funds to send hundreds of new missionaries. 
_ To help remedy this situation the writer of these 
words, a pastor, has put into practice in his own 
church, a plan that has proved successful and a real 
spiritual blessing. The plan, which is very simple, is 
as follows: 

The suggestion is made that the members of the 
church, with the pastor, include the Lord in their 
Christmas budget,—that is, that they give at least 
one definite Christmas gift to the Lord’s work. This 
is a suggestion so> reasonable that it meets with a 
hearty response. It is further suggested that if pos- 
sible the Lord’s name be placed at the top of the 
Christmas list. That means that the largest Christ- 
mas gift is to be given to the Lord’s work. H was 
decided by the officers of our church that the money 
given was all to be used for foreign missions, a work 
that is certainly pleasing to the Lord. Special Christ- 
mas offering envelopes were provided upon which were 
printed these words: “My Christmas Gift to the 
Lord.” The last Sunday before Christmas was set 
apart as the day for receiving the offering. 

This plan put in operation in my church last Christ- 

as resulted in 122 individual gifts which amounted 
to a total of $1,500. This money’ was divided between 
several mission boards which are true to the faith. 

The writer passes this word on to the readers of 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times hoping that a similar 
plan will be adopted by other churches and individuals. 
Let us remember that we should know nothing about 
giving if it were not for God’s unspeakable Gift to 
us, and make this coming Christmas a joyful and 
Scriptural occasion. 


Granp Rapips, Micu. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return _postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I cannot tell you how much your 
column has meant to me. The problems of most of the 
girls have been mine also, and your answers, which I 
believe are given prayerfully, have meant much to me. 
Recently I have read your book and intend sometime to 
buy it for future reference and to let other puzzled girls 
read it. 

I am a girl sixteem years of age and a high-school stu- 
dent: About three or four years ago I gave up cards, 
movies, and dances for Christ, who means everything to me. 
I have consecrated, my life to him and am endeavoring to 
serve him as he would have me do each day. In high school 
once a week during the Physical Training Period, we are 
taught dancing. Very seldom are they the popular dances 
of today, but. they are foreign dances or other “kinds of 
steps. In. my first term I took dancing, but always won- 
dered if I were doing right. In my second term, by the 
grace of God, I asked my teacher if I could be excused and 
gave as my reason my desire to follow Christ and to be 
like him. I also told her what it meant to be a Christian 
and that a truly consecrated Christian would not dance. 
She says that the dancing in school was given as an exer- 
cise and it need not be looked upon as social dancing, but 
she excused me mostly because of my nervous condition, I 
think. In my fourth term I took dancing again but was 
always puzzled about the whole matter. I have often 
thought of asking you and have after much thought done 
so. In February I had to leave school because of my con- 
dition but intend to return, Shall I take dancing as an 
exercise or should I stand forth as I did the second term? 
Sometimes I think I almost know the answer, but perhaps 
this letter will help many other girls, and I want to be 
sure about the whole matter.—M. 


Y DEAR GIRL: It is such a pleasure to get 

‘Via letter from a high school girl who is in 
earnest about the most important side of her life 
—the spiritual side. “Putting first things first” means 
that you will reap the results of a consecrated life, 
and the happiness so many are seeking, and running 
here and there to obtain, will be yours. 

That Satan has’ renewed his attack upon your de- 
cision against dancing, card playing, and movies does 
not surprise me. These are the great inducements 
which he is using to attract the young and keep them 
from the higher enjoyments of life. If you sow to 
the flesh and corruption, you must expect to reap as you 
sow. By choosing the purer life and the higher things, 
you will enjoy the fruit of the Spirit. Of course he 
is ready to give reasons for going his way, even to 
tell you through your teacher that it is just “physical 
exercise,” and it would not surprise me if you are 
brought to the place where the teacher may try to 
make it compulsory, as was done in another section 
I know of. Thus Satan may make it harder to “stand,” 
but if God is on your side, He is more than all that 
can be against you. Depend of Him, and he will 
bring you through strong and clean. Do not be a 
weakling and yield in your determination to do as you 
decided in those first days. Be sure there are plenty 
of other things you can do, to give you good healthful 
exercise, especially if -it is taken in the open. Then 
your thoughts will be set upon the Creator who is 
the maker of the world and “all that therein is”; and 
remembering the relationship between you, you will 
have a thrill that never comes from following the 
Evil One. 

When in doubt about any question that comes to 
you, always’ give the Lord the benefit of the doubt, 
and you will find it will clear up and you will be 
strong in so expressing your love to him. It will 
give you clearer vision as to his will concerning you, 
and it will let you gain a victory over self, which 
will aid in the next conflict. Life is just made up of 
one step after another, either going ahead with Christ, 
or slipping back into the common worldliness of the 
day. God is.searching out those who are willing to be 
the true members of his body today, and will not 
lose sight of a single sacrifice which you make for 
him; and you will find that being so joined to him 
will make you strong and an able winner of souls for 
him. Be one of those who is willing to step out and 
be separate, as is expected of a child of God. Read 
2 Corinthians 6: 14-18. Turn your back on everything 
that. leads to sin, and depart from all that does not 
glorify him, and lead to greater closeness to him. 
Do nothing that will cause you to drift from his 
leadership, but stand ready and willing to show your 
colors and your relationship to the “One altogether 
lovely.” 

I’m suré the following leaflets will help you, and 
hope you will send for them. “The Dance,” by the 
Rev. H. A. Coffman, 3339 Harrison Avenue, Detroit, 
Mich.; “Unto Him Who Loved Me, and Gave Him- 
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self for Me,” also “Should Christians Dance?” by 
T. W. Gallaway — both of these come from the B‘ble 
Institute Colportage Association, 843 North Wells 


St., Chicago. Then be sure to send for “The Mov- 
ing Picture Smoke-Screen,” by Clifford Gray Twombly, 
D.D., Lancaster, Pa. This is the finest pamphlet on 
the movies I have ever seen. It will help all who 


will read it to see things as they are. 


& 
Filling a Christmas “ Barrel” 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


UR Christmas barrel is not really a barrel but a 

set of shelves which stands in the back of the 

church all through the autumn. For we begin early 
to fill our Christmas barrel. 

The children pick fruit and the older girls and 


women can it, make it into jellies and jams, and dry, 


it. The jars and glasses neatly sealed and labeled go 
into the shelves. The children pick nuts and add some 
of their store. 

Some of the boys make toys and interesting play- 
things. Girls and women make small garments and 
other hand work articles from time to time to be 
stored on the shelves. 

Now and then a good pair of outgrown shoes or 
some other article of wearing apparel goes into the 
shelves, but we have a rule that nothing that cannot 
be cleaned or polished to look almost like new is 
to go into them. 

When time comes to pack the baskets to be dis- 
tributed near at home, the men donate potatoes, apples, 
and other vegetables that they can spare. Women 
put in baked or other cooked foods, children add home- 
made candies, and no one feels any great strain of 
giving even though we sometimes send out baskets 
whose contents would total far more in dollars and 
cents than we should be able to spare if we> took up 
money for an offering near Christmas time. 

Our boxes that go off to the home mission fields 
contain nothing that will perish on the way, but are 
filled with-good things nevertheless. We make an 
effort to find out the things that are hard to obtain 
at the mission stations and send only such things as 
will prove a real treat to them and carry the holiday 
spirit from us to them. 


Bou.per, Coto. 


The Great Fire at Jericho 
(Continued from page 639) 


naanites, and thus paved the way for the Israelite 
invasion. In sharp contrast with Thotmes III and 
his immediate successors, the Pharaoh who ruled in 
1407 B. C. and onward was the weak Amenhotep III, 
who was content to leave Palestine and Syria to its 
own devices. 

Professor Gar'stang’s book traverses the whole period 
of the Judges, and, keeping 1407 B. C. as the basis 
date, he discovers that the Egyptian records harmon- 
ize with the events recorded in the Bible. 

The four periods of rest recorded in Judges all 
correspond with periods when there was effective 
Egyptian domination over Canaan. In other words, 
once -Israel was settled in Canaan, the mighty power 
of Egypt, whenever it revived, was concerned in main- 
taining peace among the inhabitants rather than in 
reviving an old feud against the Hebrews. 

Bible students will remember a text in Judges 11: 
26, which incidentally mentions Israei’s occupation of 
Heshbon for a period of 300 years before. the events 
recorded in that particular chapter. Professor Gar? 
stang points out how this space of time exactly fits 
into his chronology. 

He also discovers that his dating makes Shamgar, 
the son of Anath, the contemporary of a certain Ben- 
Anath mentioned in Egyptian records as a prominent 
fighting man in the time of Raamses II, and he sug- 
gests that the two_are the same person. 

Without enteritig into any of the technical questions 
of the date of the existing text, it is sufficient for us 
to accept Professor Garstang’s conclusions that every- 
thing goes to establish the authenticity of the narrative, 
the fact that it must originally have been written by 
contemporaries, and the Bible dates. 


It is noticed that when Englishmen in the United States 


are invited to justify before an American audience, say, 
our administration of India, they always labor under 
the suspicion of special pleading. In like marner an 
impression has got abroad in this country that only 
those critics who differ from Bible tradition possess 
the reauisite amount of impartiality to carry convic- 
tion to the British public. I trust you will not take 
that view of my present address, and, what is more 
important, that view of Professor Garstang’s conclu- 
sions. Progressive thinkers need no longer assume 
that genuine scientific progress must carry them away 
from the Old Testament. Rather do I suggest that 
the march of events is going to bring every reasonable 
man back to that old Book which made England. great 
and which alone can keep England great. 
Lonpon, Ena. 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 29. PAUL’S LETTER TO PHILEMON 





- THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


NOVEMBER 14, 1931. 











International Uniform Lesson.—Philemon 





Golden Text.—There is neither bond nor free, . . . for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.—Galatians 3 : 28 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 4-20 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


4 1 thank my God, making mention 
of thee always in my prayers, : 

5 Hearing of thy love and faith, which 
thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and 
toward all saints; 

6 That the communication of thy faith 
may become effectual by the acknowledg- 
ing of every good thing which is in 
you in Christ Jesus. 

7 For we have great joy and consola- 
tion in thy love, because the bowels of 
the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. 

8 Wherefore, though I might be much 
bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which 
is convenient, 

9 Yet for love’s sake I rather _be- 
seech thee, being such an one as Paul 
the aged, and now also a prisoner of 
Jesus Christ. i 

10 I beseech’ thee for my son Onesi- 
mus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: 

11 Which in timé past was to thee 
unprofitable, but now profitable to thee 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

4 1 thank my God always, making 
mention of thee in my prayers, 5 hearing 
of * thy love, and of the faith which thou 
hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward 
all the saints; 6 that the fellowship of 
thy faith may become effectual, in the 
knowledge of every good thing which is 
in *you, unto Christ. 7 For I had much 
joy and comfort in thy love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been re- 
freshed through thee, brother. P 

8 Wherefore, though I have all bold- 
ness in Christ to enjoin thee that which 
is befitting, 9 yet for love’s sake I rather 
beseech, being such a one as Paul *the 
aged, and now a prisoner also of Christ 
Jesus: 10 I beseech thee for my child, 
whom I have begotten in my _ bonds, 
*Onesimus, 11 who once was unprofitable 
to thee, but now is profitable to thee 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
me, that in thy stead he might have 
ministered unto me in the bonds of the 
gospel : 

14 But without thy mind would I do 
nothing; that thy benefit should not be 
as it were of necessity, but willingly. 

15 For perhaps he therefore departed 
for a season, that thou shouldest receive 
him for ever; 


16 Not now as a servant, but above 
a servant, a brother beloved, specially 
to me, but how much more unto thee, 
both in the flesh, and in the Lord? 

37 If thou count me therefore a part- 
ner, receive him as myself. 

«8 If he hath wronged thee, or oweth 
thee ought, put that on mine account; 

19 I Paul have written it with mine 
own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do 
not say to thee how thou owest unto 
me even thine own self besides. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
of the * gospel: 14 but without thy mind 
I would do nothing; that thy goodness 
should not be as of necessity, but of 
free will. 15 For perhaps he was there- 
fore parted from thee for a season, that 
thou shouldest have him for ever; 16 
no longer as a *servant, but more than 
a *servant, a brother beloved, specially 
to me, but how much rather to thee, 
both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 
If then thou countest me a partner, re- 
ceive him as myself. 18 But if he hath 
wronged thee at all, or oweth thee aught, 
put that to mine account; 19 I Paul 
write it with mine own hand, I will re- 
pay it: that I say not unto thee that 
thou owest to me even thine own self 
besides. 20 Yea, brother, let me ‘have 
Tjoy of thee in the Lord: refresh my 
heart in Christ. 
1Or, thy love and faith. * Many 
ancient authorities read us. *Or, 
an ambassador, and now, etc. * The 
Greek word means Helpful. Comp. 


he Tag A ea 


and to me: and to me: 12 whom I have sent back 
12 Whom I have sent again: thou to thee in his own person, that is, «my 
therefore receive him, that is, mine own very heart: 13 whom I would fain have 


20 Yea, brother, let me have joy of 
thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in ®Gr., bondservant. * Or, help. Comp. 


ver. 20 marg. °Gr., good tidings. 
See marginal note on Matt. 4: 23. 


bowels : _. kept with me, that in thy behalf he the Lord. ver. 10 marg. 
r3 Whom I would have retained with might minister unto me in the bonds American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education, 
% % 4 b 4 


The Lesson as a Whole 
; By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O SHOW the place and meaning of repentance 
i in the life of the disciple. 


The Historical Setting 

The letter to Philemon was written at the same 
time as that to the Colossians. It was composed there- 
fore during the two years of Paul’s first imprison- 
ment in Rome. That imprisonment lasted from the_ 
beginning of A. D. 61 to the end of 62. Or it may 
have been a year earlier. It apparently resulted in 
Paul’s acquittal and release (cf. Philem. v. 22). About 
four years later he seems to have been apprehended 
again. This time his imprisonment was shorter but 
much more rigorous, and it ended in his being put to 
death (cf. 2 Tim. 4:6). 


Verse by Verse 

Nerse 4.—I thank my God. It is better to take the 
always as belonging to the verb thank rather than to 
join it with the making mention as the Authorized 

ersion does. 

Verse 5.—Hearing. “Because I hear.” This gives 
the reason Paul’s prayers for Philemon are always 
accompanied with thanksgiving. The messenger 
through whom Paul had heard was no doubt Epaphras 
(Col. 4:12). 

Love and faith. Love toward all saints and faith 
toward the Lord Jesus. Some commentators take 
faith here as meaning “fidelity.” They then refer 
both love and faith equally to the Lord Jesus and to 
all saints as their objective. But the former explana- 
tion seems the more natural. 

Verse 6—The communication of thy faith.  Lit- 
erally, “the fellowship.” For the word used in this 
sense compare Philippians 1:5. The Greek word 
means something that is shared in common by more 
than one person. Hence, partnership; communion. 
Here the word means your kindly deed s which spring 
from your faith. In Hebrews 13:16. the Greek word 
is used specifically of contributions and almsgfving. 

By the acknowledging. As the Authorized Version 
stands it must mean in their recognition of every good 
thing that is. wrought in you. The reference then 
is to the force of Philemon’s example on others; but 
the true reference is rather to Philemon’s own per- 
fect knowledge of every good thing. Note the sequence 
in Philemon’s experience which is the ideal experience 
of all Christians: (1) Faith; (2) manifested in works 
of love; (3) thus resulting in full knowledge of all 
that there is in Christ for him. This is the goal 
for every believer. Note that it does not say in the 
possession of every good thing, but in the knowledge 
of it. There will always be heights and depths in 
Christ which the believer has not yet explored. 

Which is in you. Perhaps it is better to read “in 
us,” that is, “which is within us Christians, placed 
within our reach by the Gospel.” It refers to the 
whole range of spiritual blessings. 


In Christ. The right reading is “into Christ”; 
‘leading to him as the goal. 

Verse 7.—The bowels. This term always has refer- 
ence to the feelings, as “heart” has to the thought 
and will; but we say “heart” in the sense in which 
fe a is used in the New Testament (cf. Matt. 
9: etre 

Are refreshed. The word used is a compound one 
and expresses the idea of a temporary relief and re- 
laxation as a preparation for the renewing of labor 
or suffering. For the same word compare Mark 6: 
31— “Snatch a little rest.” 

Verse 8.—That which is convenient. Befitting. 


Verse 10.—Onesimus. He was probably a Phrygian 
by race but bearing a Greek name meaning “helpful.” 
This name was often bestowed upon slaves. There 
are many traditions as to the later life of Onesimus. 
But the fact that the name was in such frequent use 
makes it impossible to say how far these accounts 
relate to this man. 

_ My son... whom I have begotten. The reference 
is of course to the conversion of Onesimus (1 Pet. 
5:13 may be another instance of the same figure). 

Verse 14.—Thy mind. Thy consent. 

Verse 15.—For perhaps. This explains an additional 
motive that guided Paul’s decision. I. did not dare 
to retain him, however much I desired it. I might 
have defeated the very purpose for which God in 
his good providence allowed him to leave thee. For 

* the thought compare Genesis 4; : 5-8. 
Verse 16—Not now. Literally, “no longer.” 
In the flesh, and in the Lord. In both spheres alike: 





Onesimus, the Profitable 
By Amos R. Wells 


H= MUST have been an arrant knave, Onesimus, 
Philemon’s slave. A thief he was, and bound 
to flee with stolen goods across che sea. A thief he 
was, and left his home, from fair Colosse off to 
Rome. So wild, so lawless, so depraved, how could 
this vagabond be saved? But there in Rome—God 
led him so —a prisoner he came to know, who for 
his Saviour lost his all; God’s prisoner, the s:inted 
Paul. "Twas then this slave of. hopeful name most 
truly “‘Profitable’’ became, a genuine ** Onesimus,”” 
to Paul, Philemon, and to us. The prisoner he 
kindly served, his love for Jesus never swerved, and 
jast his conscience duly burned— back to Colosse 
he returned. Paul’s little letter with him borne has 
taught the world no slave to scorn; has taught 
the world the boundless scope of Christian grace 
and Christian hope; that thieves may come to hon- 
esty, and Christ be found past any sea; and that 
the love of Christ is able to make the meanest 
** Profitable.”° 











in the affairs of this world, and in the higher life. 
In the flesh Philemon had the brother for a slave; 
in the Lord he had the slave for a brother. 


Verse 17.—Partner. The root of the word is the 
same as that of the word “communication” (v. 6). 


Verse 18.—If he hath wronged thee. It is probable 
that when Onesimus ran away he robbed his master 
of money. ’ 


Verse 19.—I will repay. Paul at this time seems 
to have been a man of some means. He was able to 
rent a house and bear’ all the expenses of housekeep- 
ing both for himself and his guards in Rome (cf. 
Acts 28:30). Also he had undertaken the costly 
expenses of the sacrifices for the four men in Jeru- 
salem (Acts 21:24). So that here Paul’s promise to 
make good the robbery was meant to be understood 
literally if Philemon should so insist. However, he 
could hardly do so in view of the further fact that 
Philemon’s own conversion was due to Paul. 


A Lesson Outline 


1. Philemon. The Christian householder and Church 
leader. 


2. Onesimus. The absconding slave. 

3. Epaphras. The friend in Rome who had prob- 
ably known Philemon in Colosse. 

4. Paul. The missionary who was used to win 
Onesimus for Christ. 


Golden Topics 


1. Slavery in the Empire. The institution of slav- 
ery was widespread and the number of slaves enor- 
mous. The small holder and peasant farmer of Italy 
was disappearing under the Empire. Such men served 
in the legions. Often when their time was expired 
they settled down in the privileged position of Roman 
colonists, as at Philippi. As Roman citizens they had 
the privilege of the franchise in the city of Rome. 

So it came about that the old system of peasant 
farmers was gradually disappearing and in its place 
there grew up a chain of huge landed estates belonging 
to the Roman senators and aristocracy, whose work 
was done by means of vast numbers of slaves. - 

It must not be thought that the slaves were badly 
treated. Sometimes they were, but often they were 
not. Many slaves came to occupy positions of confidence 
and responsibility in their master’s service. Many 
were granted or enabled to purchase their freedom. 
And some of these freed men came to be ministers 
of state. At the same time the presence of such num- 
bers of people living without any rights formed an 
element of danger to the state. Amd wesx sewewe and 
cruel laws were framed to keep the slaves in subjec- 
tion. Apparently the punishment for running . away 
was death, so Onesimus ,was doing a brave thing when 
he went back again to the master whom he had 
wronged. 


2. Onesimus’ early life. He was probably quite 
young when he ran away. He had perhaps been born 
in Philemon’s household. At any rate we can assume 
that his youth and perhaps his childhood had been 
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Lesson ‘for November 29 


spent amid Christian influences. But this had had no 
effect on his heart unless it were to make him more 
careless and hard. The end of it was that Onesimus 
‘was a vagabond and a thief. 


3. Onesimus’ flight. Rome was described by a 
writer of the day as the sink into which flowed all 
the scum of the edrth. The homeless boy gravitated 
somehow to Rome, just as wanderers do to the big 
cities still. There he was probably recognized by 
Epaphras or some one else from Colosse. Whoever 
it was it must have been some one who had drunk 
sufficiently of Christ’s Spirit to have something of his 
compassion for the lost sheep. We may imagine the 
steps by which Onesimus was introduced to the house- 
hold of Paul the prisoner. 


4. Onesimus’ conversion, Probably loneliness and 
fear had done their work in the youth’s mind. He was 
ready to respond to Christian sympathy. This man of 
God dealt wisely with the young man. He received 
Christ as his Saviour. 

5. Onesimus’ repentance. Sooner or later, we are 
not told how long it took, the regenerate young slave 
had to face the question of trying to undo the wrongs 
that he had done. It was not easy for him to leave 
the love and sympathy of the household at Rome and 
to return to the place of neglected duty and the place 
where definite sins had been committed. And it was 
taking a big risk, as Onesimus must have known. 
But when Christ comes into a man’s life there is 
always readjustment to the right. It was so with 
Zaccheus. And it was so now with Onesimus. The 
genuineness of his conversion was shown by his prac- 
tical repentance. Repentance means taking sides with 
God at all costs, even against oneself. Repentance is 
the gift of Christ (Acts 5:31). So Onesimus went 
back to the place where he had failed before. 

6. Christianity and slavery. Nothing is said in this 
narrative or the letter as to the relationship between 
Christianity and slavery. It is never once alluded to. 
But yet it is impossible for us not to see how the 
new wine of the Gospel must in time burst the old 
bottles of relationship between master and slave. 
But that must come not from below by way of revolu- 
tion but from above through the working of God’s 
Spirit in the hearts of Christian masters. : 

The principle and the way in which the principle was 
worked out in the teaching of the apostles has les- 
sons full of interest and importance for today. The 
teacher will find obvious ways of applying this to the 
circumstances of his class according to his own knowl- 
edge of what those circumstances are, 
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Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares wéth Mrs. Low the lesson 
department “Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson illustrations from the field of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science. talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 

1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any 
large drug store. The other items can be readily 

ined elsewhere. 

2. All experimental procedure should be tried be- 
.fore presenting in public to insure familiarity with 
results. 

3. While harmful substances have been used as 
seldom as possible, great caution should always be 
exercised in the handling of all materials. 

4. The applications drawn from each demonstra- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, which will in nearly 
every case bear further expansion at the discretion 
of the user. 


This Week’s Science Talk 


Material: Three saucers of different shapes; a 
pinch of each of the following salts: lithium chloride, 


table salt, copper sulfate; one ounce of denatured alco- ° 


hol. ‘(In preparing for this demonstration, place the 
table salt in the first saucer, the copper sulfate in the 
second, and lithium chloride in the third. Then add 
a few drops of alcohol to each to dissolve the crystals.) 


Paul was a highly educated, brilliant Jew, so eager 
to witness for Christ that he did not shrink from death 
in Rome. He is writing in this letter to Philemon, 
apparently a wealthy Christian layman of Colosse, 
who was highly respected in his city and church. The 
subject and bearer of the letter was Onesimus, a for- 
mer slave of Philemon’s who had run away, perhaps 
leaving behind financial obligation to his master, but 
who is now returning, converted under Paul’s minis- 
tration and commended to his master by this Epistle. 

Each man had an utterly different temperament, 
training, and experience, which widely separated him 
from the other two. Each doubtless moved in a dif- 
ferent social circle, following dissimilar pursujte ‘and 
possessing varying tastes. Yet the fact that they were 
Christians united them, and Paul points gut that the 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Fhiladelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Rom. 15 : 18-21 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
. October 18.—Paul in Thessalonica and Borcea 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. 2: 1-12 
. October’ 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18 : 1-17; 1 Cor. 13 
November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
Gal. 5 : 13-26; Rom. 13 : 1-14 
. November 8.—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11 
- November 15.—Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 21:17 to 23 : 30 
. November 22.—Paul in Rome. Acts a5: 1-12; 28 : 16-30. 
. November 29.—Paul’s Letter to Philemon. ....Philemon 
10. December 6.—Rome and Beyond. 
Romans 15 : 22-29; 2 Timothy 4 : 6-18; Titus 1 : 5-16; 3 : 11-14 
11. December 13.—John’s Vision on Patmos. 
Revelation 1:1 to 3:22 
12. December 20.—The Supreme Gift of Love. 
(Christmas Lesson.) 1 John 4: 7-19 
13. December 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Europe. ; 
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one great bond is greater than differences in sex, social 
level, or nationality — Christ dwelling in each. 

These saucers may represent three people who be- 
come Christians. (Pour a teaspoonful of alcohol into 
each saucer.) They are different in make-up, yet the 
Christian love which each one receives is exactly the 
same and comes from the same source. (Light the 
alcohol in each saucer.) Because people are different, 
their Christianity may manifest itself in entirely dif- 
ferent ways, just as these flames have different colors. 
However, though differing in tint, the flames are iden- 
tical in the most important respect, that they give off 
a large amount of heat. So, the one thing which 
makes Christians “one man in Christ Jesus” is the 
radiation of love akin to His. 


Lawrence; Kans. 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Letter Writing.—/ thank my God, making mention 
of thee always in my prayers (v. 4). One of the 
best addresses I have ever heard was by Dr. Campbell 
Morgan on this book of Philemon. If Dr. Morgan 
was on the air like “Amos ’n’ Andy” or in the papers 
like “Mutt ’n’ Jeff” I would be mum, for I can only be 
a penny tin whistle after Dr. Morgan’s clarionet. “But 
he that does the best he can does well, acts nobly; 
angels could do no better.” So here goes. Here in 
this lesson we have not Paul the preacher but Paul 
the pal. When later Paul and Philemon met to fix 
up this Onesimus business —if they ever did, for this 
letter was written from Rome—there no doubt was 
the jolly hail, “Ah, there, Phylie!” “Hello, Paul, old 
fellow!” and then the merry quip. When the Onesimus 
debt was mentioned Philemon no doubt said, “Forget 
it, Paul.” Human nature never changes, and Paul 
was “human” as this intimate letter so clearly shows. 
What a charming way to start a letter to a friend! 
Yes, but how few of us ever start a letter in this 
way to a Christian friend! Can you at the moment 
remember ever having received a letter with this salu- 
tation or some variant of it? The nearest I ever come 
to it is to date my letter “3 John 1, 2, 3, 4,” or 
“Malachi 3:16, 17,” or “Deuteronomy 31:6,’ or 
“Proverbs 16:7.” We Anglo-Saxons are inclined to 
be reserved. When in the pictures we see the French 
general, after he has pinned on the decoration, kiss 
the soldier we note a shamefaced look if the soldier 


is an American or Englishman. Imagine little Mar- ’ 


shal Joffre kissing big Calvin York! Let’s learn some- 
thing from Paul in addition to religion. Get some 
sentiment and warmth. Write to Dad and Mother, 
give them Philemon 4 and add some sugar decoration. 
Why wait until it is time to send for the undertaker 
bs order the wreath and the ribbon and the golden 
etters?. 


The Wages.—Onesimus, . . . which in time past 
was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable (vs. 10, 
11). I am in Chicago attending the Y. M. C. A. 
Council. In Chicago are many Onesimuses, reborn 
“unprofitables,” Paul calls them. I am tied up with 
one right here now. A while ago I told you how, 
late one night, two years ago, I dropped into the 
Pacific Garden Mission (where Billy Sunday was con- 
verted, Mel Trotter, and many another). Here I 
found a little Scotchman they called “Mac,” a second 
Harry Lauder, with a meeting on his hands but no 
speaker. Mr. Walter Taylor and Mrs. Taylor were 
away on a vacation, leaving “Mac” to run things. 
There were two big grand pianos on the platform and 
two girls from the audience were making them hop. 
“Mac” kept saying,~“The Lord sent us two piano 
players, and I believe if we keep on praying he. will 
send us a speaker.” After half an’hour of singing 
and praying for a preacher “Something” said to me, 
“Uncle Billy, I guess you must be that speaker.” I 
sent up my card. “Mac” cried, “Glory hailelujah, 
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the Lord has heard our prayer. Come right up, Uncle 
Billy, we all know you out*here,” , I spoke for abdut 
ten minutes on John 14:6, and gave the invitation. 
One tall young fellow very much broken came up 
to the penitent form. The workers’ dealt with him, 
and he was “gloriously saved.” That was two years 
ago. Now listen. Last Sunday “Something” told 
me to cut the Council meeting and go to the Pacific 
Garden Mission and see my friends the Taylors. I 
found a young man named Charles Ziltz was that 
night celebrating the second birthday of his reborning 
(John 3:3). He told his story. A drunkard from 
big boyhood. Father had cast him off. Mother prayed 
and held on as he promised reform. But couldn’t stay 
sober two weeks at a time. -Had come into the Mis- 
sion. The Lord had found him. Now he had a 
good job and prosperous. Good Christian girl had 
married him. Mother and wife were there to bear 
witness. The night he was converted was one of 
failure of pianist and speaker. I was the speaker, 
and John 14:6 was the word. Now here is the ques- 
tion. Why did “Something” send me to the Pacific 
Garden Mission that night Charlie was to tell all 
about it? Here’s the answer. I was sent around to 
get my wages. If the wages of sin is death, please 
remember the wages of service is joy. (P.. S.—Since 
this note was written I told the story at length in “Pay 
Day” printed in the Times, issue of May 2, 1931.) 


The Brother Beloved.—/f he hath wronged thee, 
or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account (v. 
18). Instead of a thieving, runaway slave, Onesimus 
had become a new creation in Christ Jesus, “a new 
creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). Paul would square the 
account out of his own pocket. Can’t you see his 
friend Philemon letting Paul do it. This was one 
of those fine things for two good friends to enjoy 
together. When one of my old friends who used to 
be in Sunday-school work and used these notes was 
the Attorney General of these United States he said 
to me, “Bill, I would likesto be’ in with you some 
time on your rescue work.” “Glad to have you, old 
man,” I replied. So one day I had him help me 
get a job for one of my “jail birds.” The fellow’s 
offense was the stealing of an.automobile when he 
was drunk. A drunkard rather than a criminal. Poor 
old Jailey—he wasn’t old at all in years, only in 
drink — thought his jail experience and ‘his knowledge 
of the underworld (these acquired as in the case of 
O. Henry) would make him a useful secret. service 
agent, specializing in bootleggers. Maybe he thought 
a good place to find his. character (like money) was 
where he lost it. My friend the Attorney General 
did the trick and the man made good. I got a letter 
the other day from reborn Old Jailey in which he says, 
“I know you will be glad when I tell you I am still 
going strong and O. K. I am head of the Sales Depart- 
ment of one of the largest concerns here in the West, 
with sixty men under me covering the country.” You 
may be sure I was “glad.” There is always great 
joy in a comeback and all the more when there is a 
congenial and understanding friend to share it with 
you. Jesus sent out his disciples two by two. The 
evangelists go two by two. Moody and Sankey. Sun- 
day and Rodeheaver. Their life of joy together kept 
them refreshed and heartened through weeks after 
weeks of work. Yes, I am trying to show how I think 
Paul ,and Philemon felt about Onesimus, “a brother 
beloved” (v. 16). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. . 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have yow tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to differentw.mempbers of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


Ps each one of Paul’s Epistles in its relation to 
the narrative contained in the Acts. 

2. What indication have’ we in Scripture as to how 
Paul’s hired house was. paid for? 

3. What did Paul’s Roman guards learn from him? 
What did he learn from them? 


+ 


4. Name some of the Christian visitors Paul received, 


in this Roman house of his. 

5. When did a prison-house become a Christian church? 
_6. What other letter may Onesimus have carried with 
him when he took Paul’s letter to Philemon? 

7. Of what familiar Gospel hymn should verses 18 and 
19 remind us? 

8. What act, as in the case of Zacchzus, will attend 
true conversion? 

9. State three strong lessons, in a word each, to be 
learned here from Paul, Onesimus, and Philemon, re- 
spectively. 

10. What are the two possibilities of letters, as unin- 


tentionally suggested by the signs that appear on U. S. 
mail boxes? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means“ that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


lilustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Others Were Needy, Too.—Ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus (Golden Text). 
“T hope,” said an English gentleman to 
Mr. Moody, “that you will be able to 
do something for the miserable poor in 
London.” “I hope so,’ replied Mr. 
Moody, “and I hope also to do something 
for the miserable rich.”—Sent by,J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Bonds Not Bondage.—Being such an 
one as Paul the aged, and now also a 
prisoner of Jesus Christ (v. 9). “In 
grace,” Spurgeon once said, “you can 
be under bonds, and-yet not. in bondage. 
I am in the bonds of wedlock, but I feel 
no bondage; on the contrary, it is a joy 
to be so bound. The bond of grace is a 
marriage bond, uniting us to Him whom 
we love above all, even the altogether 
lovely Bridegroom of our souls.” Paul 
was a Roman citizen, born free, and ready 
to assert his freedom on any emergency. 
But’ he was the slave of Jesus Christ, and 
proud of that servitude—From Christian 
Herald. Sent by Mrs. Liszie K. Beck, 
Smith’s Grove, Ky. 


Whitening Fast.—Paul the aged (v. 
). When Dr. Rees preached last in 
North Wales, a friend said to him, “You 
are whitening fast, Dr. Rees.” The old 
gentleman did not say anything then, but 
when he got up in the pulpit, he said: 
“There is a wee white flower that comes 
up through the earth at this time. of 
the year. Sometimes it comes up through 
the snow and. frost,—but we are all 
glad to see the snowdrop, because it 
proclaims that the winter is nearly over, 
and the summer will soon be here. 
friend reminded me that I am whitening 
fast. But heed not that, brother. It is 





lodging house where he would be warm 
for the night while he himself went out 
into the snow.—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. 


Among the People with Whom We 
Work.—A brother beloved (v. 16). The 
president of a great manufacturing con- 
cern was talking with an employee who 
had made a mistake that cost the firm 
thousands of dollars. But he wasn’t do- 
ing much talking. He was listening quietly 
to the younger man, and when the story 
was all before him, the president simply 
nodded as if he understood, and sent the 
young man back to his work, — and kept 
him there. The president was a great 
Christian gentleman, widely known for 
his good works; but in the works of which 
he was president he was best known, and 
best loved. How is it with those of you 
who have persons working for you? Do 
they really like you and your ways, and 
are they happy under your direction, or 
do they sometimes say when you don’t 
hear them, “Well, if that man is a Chris- 
tian, I don’t want to be?” And if you 
are working for some one else, do you 
think every day whether Christ would ap- 
prove of the way you do your work or 
not? ... When you come to think of it, 
where is there a finer place in which to 
show a Christian spirit than among the 
people for whom, or with whom, we 
work?—By Philip E. Howard, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. : 


w 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee that thou dost not measure 
us by our social position. We thank thee 
that in Christ there is no bondman, nor free- 
man, except in the freedom which is in 
Christ, amd the bondage to him which in 
itself is the only freedom that is really free. 
May we walk through our daily duties with 
consideration for others, counting the chief 
measure of those: about us their relation 
to thee. May we not look down upon those 
who, according to the wofld’s standards are 


place to those whom the world counts ex- 
alted, but may we truly regard those who are 
in Christ as our brothers in the faith, remem- 
bering that faithful. service in his name is 
the mark of honor set by the Lord himself. 
We thank thee for the beautiful letter that is 





to me a proof that my winter will soon 
be over, that I shall have done presently 
with the cold east winds, and the frosts 
of earth, and my eternal summer will be 
here.“—From The United Methodist. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Surbiton, Sur- 
rey, Eng. Prise illustration, 


Who Are the Happy Old Men?— 
Paul the aged, ... also a prisoner of 
Jesus Christ (v. 9). It is said that Dr. 
A. J. Gordon once met an old man who 
was walking along the road singing. 
“Friend,” said Dr. Gordon, “why should 
an old man be so cheerful?” “Not all 
are,” came the reply. “Well, then, why 
are you?” asked Dr. Gordon. “Because 
I belong to the Lord.” “And are none 
others happy at your time of life?” “No, 
not one, my friendly questioner,” said the 
old man as his form straightened. “Lis- 
ten to the truth from one who. knows. 
And no man of three score and ten shall 
be found to deny it. The Devil has no 


happy old men.’—From The Sunday | 


School Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


His Willing Gift.—That thy benefit 
should not be as it were of necessity, but 
willingly (v. 14). M. Lockert (of the 
McAll Mission) preached on a January 
evening on “Such as I have I give thee” 
(Acts 3:6). The audience of Parisian 


poor had nothing to give, —rather were | 


they in need of everything. When the 
meeting was over all but one went home. 
This was a poor man who came forward 
to ask what he could give. He had noth- 
ing, absolutely nothing, except a card for 
a night’s lodging. But this he surren- 
dered to an older man, even poorer than 
himself, who was shivering on the steps 
of a church. Then he led him to his 


of a lower social order, nor give an undue 
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before us for study today, and we rejoice 
that we cam have these revelations of the 
loving heart of the great apostle as reflecting 
the indwelling Christ. In his name we pray. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—How twisted and 
useless are thé world’s measures of high 
or low among men! So often we admire 
the wrong things. So often we forget 
the Lord’s measures of worth, and we 
give small place in our thought to some 
of the most glorious characters in the 
world, because they are not- very promi- 
nent, Often the greatest riches of spir- 
itual blessing come from the life of 
some one that the world would count of 
no importance. Think of some of the 
people that you know, and see whether 
you have been appreciating them enough. 
Have a talk with some faithful servant 
whom you know, and see whether you 
cannot find-treasures right there. Go to 
see a shut-in who has been out of things 
for a long while, and just see what win- 
dows of heaven have been opened to one 
about whom. folks have heard very little. 
What a fellowship it is in Christ for all 
of us who believe on him, whether we 
are rich or poor, sick or well, dull or 
bright! Looking down on others is a 
mighty poor business. Let’s look about 
us to find those who were once slaves 
apart from Christ, but who are now in 
the glorious bondage of his - freedom. 
Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns 
“Nor Silver, Nor Gold.” 
“He Loves Everybody.” 
“Jesus Included Me.” 
“As the Days Are Going By.” 
“The Best Friend is Jesus.” 
“Jesus is the Friend You Need.” 


No man gets good out of his sorrows 
for himself alone. Whatever purifies and 
makes gentler and more Christlike is for 
the common good.—Alexander McLaren, 
in the Keswick Calendar. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A bad slice and a friendly 
tree. 


Discussion: Draw the fellows out to 
express themselves on the subject of 
personal influence. 


Objective: A Spirit-guided influence, 














AY, fellows, driving off from the tee 

the other day, I sliced my ball very 
badly. Away it sailed with good enough 
force, but it curved sharply to the right 
and was making its way deep into the 
woods, when it struck a tall shank of a 
tree and caromed in an obtuse angle back 
into the middle of the fairway. From 
where it lay in the fairway, an easy 
mashie shot put it close up to the green. 
As I strode up for the second shot, much 
tickled with the unexpected turn the’ ball 
had taken after such a bad start, I had 
to stop at a point opposite that friendly 
tree and wave a salute of gratitude to it, 
for without its timely intervention I would 
have lost the hole. 

As I read again this beautiful letter 
to Philemon, I think of Onesimus as 
that erratic golf ball, and Paul-as the 
kindly tree standing in the rough. Onesi- 
mus, the slave of Philemon, had sliced 
—and he had sliced badly. There was 
going power in Onesimus, but it was go- 
ing wrong—seriously wrong. It was 
driving him into the rough. .How many 
a fellow, nicely teed up, with the straight 
fairway over which to wing his flight, 
has in an ill-guided moment got a bad 
start — and before he knew it found him- 
self deep in. the woods! How he would 
have liked to start all over again, but it 
was too late. We do not know exactly 
the nature of Onesimus’ mistake. He 
evidently stole something from his mas- 
ter; then, frightened, ran away. No tell- 
ing what dire fate he was headed for, 
when he met Paul the apostle. But he 
met him; and it proved to be his turning 

int. Perhaps he heard Paui preaching. 

f he did, we can understand how he 
came to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and to surrender: his life to him. Nor 
are we surprised that he should become 
attached to Paul —attached not only as 
servant, but attached heart.and soul. In 
that intimacy, we can imagine him sooner 
or later in a burst of confidence telling 
Paul the whole miserable business of that 


' flight from Philemon. And Paul says, 


“Well, Onesimus, you must go back.” 


‘Much as Paul would like to keep him, 





for Onesimus was “profitable” to Paul; 
he made a good helper; yet Paul knew 
that Onesimus would never be a happy 
Christian while the wrong to Philemon, 
his master, remained unrighted. “But,” 
doubtless answered Onesimus, “how can 


I face my master again until I have re- 


stored what I took from him—and I 
have spent it!” 

Then Paul was even more Christlike. 
“IT will pay the debt, myself, Onesimus: 
you go and tell him you are sorry. That 
will be sufficient.” 

And Onesimus returned to his master, 
carrying in his hand this letter which we 
study today: the letter from Paul, saying, 
“Whatever he owes you, charge that to 
my account; I will pay it.” Better still, 
Paul in that letter suggested to Phile- 
mon that his former slave was returning 
to him as a Christian —as a believer in 
and servant of their common Lord and 


| Saviour. Therefore, he should be re- 


ceived, not as a slave, but as a_ brother. 

And, fellows, I have a very definite 
feeling that Philemon did receive him 
that way; and that Onesirnus became 
more valuable to him than he had ever 
been before. So great was the influence 
of Paul —so great, I should rather say, 
was the power of the Holy Spirit through 
Paul’s consecrated influence. 


Of course the whole matter brings us - 


back to Paul: Paul, the Tree that stood 
in the Rough; the tall Tree that stood 
in the way of that erratic flight and de- 
flected its course back into the fairway. 
Which somehow reminds us of the Tree 
the Psalmist tells about. It is the man 
who loves God’s law and meditates upon 
it day and night. “He shall be like a 
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Lesson for November 29 


tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
his leaf also shall not wither; and what- 
soever he doeth shall prosper” (Psa. 1). 

Fellows, I think if you will be like 
a tree, standing straight and clean, be- 
ing true to God’s Word—the fellows 
coming in contact with you will find your 
influence a wholesome one. They will 
leave your company always with a some- 
how uplifted horizon. There is no higher 
service you or I can do for our King 
than to help. some erring sefvant turn 
back into the Fairway. 


GREENSBORO, N; C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week ~ 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
1. The chief bearer a prisoner in Rome, 
(1) in his own. hired house, y 
(2) receiving:-all who came in unto him, 
(3) writing letters to his friends, 
(4) preaching and teaching with ll 
boldness, ; ‘ 
2. The Word of God not bound. 











“ UCH in little” is surely verified in 

Luke’s closing verses in The Acts. 
‘The essential features of two whole years 
of Paul’s life are sketched therein, which, 
with light from’ his own letters of that 
time, complete the picture of Paul’s first 
imprisonment in Rome. 

One of those letters is the theme of 
our week’s lesson. Locate its date and 
place of writing on your historical chart, 
noting that it lies outside the line that 
closes the records contained in The Acts. 
(The dotted lines -in this section of this 
chart — see model again— indicate that 
we can only suppose the events occurred 
as indicated; but you will note that. some 
of these lines are solid —we know cer- 
tainly .the facts they stand for, from 
other ‘Biblical records, such as this very 
letter t6 Philemon: Interrogation -marks 
emphasize the point that no Scripture re- 
cerds these exact facts in such order .as 
is here indicated, though every reasonable 
deduction from the records accords with 
these findings.) 

First, then, a little study of the back- 
ground upon which this letter to Phile- 
nion was written, during that first im- 
prisonment in Rome: 


.(1) Either Paul’s Roman, trial was de- 
layed for two years —as is generally sup- 
pesed — or this imprisonment “in his own 
hired house” was his mild punishment for 
whatever guilt the Roman judge found 
in his charges at the hands of his Jew- 
ish accusers. Where was this dwelling? 
Who lived there with him? Who paid 
its rental? Non-essential questions, but 
interesting ones, as is every detail of this 
most vivid of human lives. Teachers will 
do well to create this interest by arousing 
your girls’ imagination to read, legiti- 
mately, between the lines. (Stalker’s 
“Life of Paul” will help you to do this, 
especially for these closing lessons of this 
series.) We do know that at least one 
Roman soldier was ever-present with 
Paul, in that house, chained to Paul’s 
wrist — some half-dozen men in closest 
association with this chief bearer of Chris- 
tianity every twenty-four hours. (See 
2 Tim. 1: 16 and Eph. 6: 20, for instance.) 
What “happened” to those guards from 
Cesar’s great military staff? Read Philip- 
pians- 4:22 and see how Paul used this 
strange opportunity! 


(2 and 3) Who came to see this pris- 
oner, free as he was to receive all who 
came? This letter to Philemon reveals 
one such visitor to have been a young 
runaway slave, one Onesimus. How Paul 
won him back to his master — on a wholly 
new basis! —as he won him for his own 
divine Master makes this brief letter a 
jewel even among Paul’s remarkable Epis- 
tles. Read it, all, aloud, to your girls 


from some modern translation that they 
may catch fully its personal qualities, as 
well as the interesting story it suggests. 
Other letters written during these two 
years are noted on our chart — place them 
on yours, with this lesson. 


Each one re- 
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veals some point of interest concerning 
Paul’s life in Rome. Gather such points 
from them for your girls, this week. 


(4) In strange and unusual ways then, 
far different from addressing the learned 
Areopagites on Mars’ Hill, or arguing 
with the Jews in foreign synagogues, or 
arresting a mob on barrack stairs, just 
as truly here, though a prisoner in chains, 
this bearer of Christianity preached the 
kingdom of God and taught the things 
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, and that 
with all boldness. 


2. Think you, or your girls, that the 
Word of God was bound because its 
chief bearer was? 


Home Study 


This. week. complete the outlying sec- 
tions of your historical chart of the Acts, 
placing every letter of Paul’s in its proper 
column, including this one to Philemon. 
Try the whole chart from memory several 
tithes, checking up your own work by 
the model one. This diagram picture of 
Paul’s life will stick hard and fast once 
you really place it in your own mind. Is 
it worth doing? 

- Decatur, Ga. 
ve 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions -wiil be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YouTH containing this les- 
son, The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuHRIsTIAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YouTtH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SuNpAy 
Scuoot TIMEs. 


If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 


School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 


teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Where did Philemon live and wha: ! 


reason have we for. thinking this? 

2. Of whom may we reasonably sup- 
pose that Philemon’s family consisted ? 

3. What part had Philemon in - the 
church at Colosse? 

4. What reason have we in this letter 
for thinking that Paul had won Onesi- 
mus,.to Christ? 

5. What interesting play upon Onesi- 
mus’ name does Paul use in this letter? 

6. What is there in this letter that 
shows that Paul did not approve of 
slavery? 

7.. What picture may we see of what 
Christ has done for us in this letter to 
Philemon? 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Fete Philemon; Colossians 4:1, 8; 
Ephesians 6:21. It will interest the 
class to know more of Paul’s prison life. 
Though he was allowed to live in his own 
rented house, still there were always Ro- 
man soldiers guarding him. These sol- 
diers changed places from time to time, 
and in this way many of the soldiers in 
Rome heard the Good News, and some 
of them believed and were saved. 

Paul’s friends from the different 
churches visited him, and the church at 
Philippi sent him a gift. Some of Paul’s 
friends stayed with him to go out into 
the city to tell the Good News. He once 
wrote that although he was bound. the 
Word of God was not bound. Paul was 
not one to sit and fret. He rejoiced 
whenever he knew of anyone telling the 
Good News, even if he could not go him- 
self. He called himself the prisoner of 





the Lord, and we know the Lord Jesus 
was with him. 

Let your helper for this week find 
Colosse on the map, and draw a Good 
News circle around it. For at one time 
Paul had preached there, and in the 
home of one of the believers there was a 
church. 

Among these believers was a man 
named Philemon who helped Paul. Phile- 
mon had a servant named Onesimus, who 
robbed his master, and ran away to far- 
off Rome. Perhaps he thought that he 
would not see anyone whom he knew in 
this great city. Ask the children if they 
believe Onesimus was happy in Rome, 
spending stolen money. 

We do not know how the prisoner and 
the slave met each other. Perhaps Onesi- 
mus felt sorry for having robbed his 
master, and went to Paul’s house, and 
told all about his wrongdoing that was 
making him so unhappy. Paul told Onesi- 
mus about the Saviour’s love, and that 
the Lord would forgive his sin, and make 
him a new creature. Onesimus believed 
what Paul. said,. and sure enough the 
Lord did change him from a_ worthless 
sort of fellow into one whom the mis- 
sionary loved to call his son. Paul would 
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have kept Onesimus to help tell the Good 
News in Rome, but he belonged to Phile- 
mon according to the laws of that time, 
and Paul sent him back to his master. 
Ask the class if they think Onesimus 
enjoyed going back to Philemon, whom 
he had robbed. Paul knew how hard it 
would be, and after telling Onesimus to 
go back, he wrote Philemon a beautiful 
letter, telling how the slave had become 
a Christian, and should be loved as a 
brother. 

We believe that Paul did not want 
Philemon to punish Onesimus for stealing 
and running away. Explain that the 
nameé Onesimus means “profitable.” Paul 
wrote that this servant had been unprofit- 
able, but that now he was ready to live 
up to his name, and would be profitable 
to his master. So Paul asked Philemon 
to receive the returning servant just as 
he would receive the apostle himself. Paul 


' even promised to pay back what Onesimus 


had stolen. Tell the class that what Paul 
promised to do for the slave is just a 
small picture of what the Saviour did 
for the world. He paid all our debt of 
sin, so that we who believe are accepted 
in the beloved Son. Paul wrote that he 
believed Philemon would do as he said, 
and that this would make him happy. 

It must have been near the time for 
Paul’s trial before Czsar. He asked 
Philemon to have a room ready for him, 


| for he was expecting in answer to prayer 


to be set free. Then he would visit the 
churches once more, and go to other 
places telling the Good News: If he did 
visit the Christians at Colosse again, we 
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know that no one was happier to see 
him than Onesimus and Philemon. 

Have a Good News circle drawn around 
Rome. 

Sing, “I Love to Tell the Story.” 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of November 22) 


1. In these chapters we find Paul preach- 
ing and testifying before ‘“kings,’’ — the 
rulers of several ranks and kinds of his 
day,—as the Lord has commissioned him 
to do. 


2. The Roman proconsul of Salamis, Ser- 
gius Paulus ; the lictors and jailor and mag- 
istrates at Philippi (very lowly “kings,” but 
still officials of government); the “rulers” 
of Thessalonica; Dionysius, an Areopagite 
of Athens; Gallio, the proconsul of Achaia ; 
the Asiarchs of Ephesus ; the Roman tribune, 
“chief captain,” at Jerusalem, Claudius 
Lysias; Felix, the Roman governor at Czs- 
area-by-the-Sea, with Drusilla, his wife; 
Procius Festus, the next governor there; 
Agrippa the king of Judea, with Bernice, 
his wife; Julius, the Roman centurion who 
guarded Paul into Rome; Publius the “chief 
man” of the island, Malta,—to say noth- 
ing of the Jewish synagogue and temple 
authorities. 

3. In every place Paul offered his Gospel 
first “to the children of Israel” and then 
to the Gentiles, as he had been expressly 
bidden to do. : 

4. See Acts 28: 19. 


s. “Bonds and afflictions” in almost every 
city where he preached Christ, not to men- 
tion perils from nature at sea, had been 
Paul’s lot. 

6. “I was not disobedient unto _ the 
heavenly vision: but declared both to [Gen- 
tile and Jew, everywhere] . .. that they 
should repent and turn to God” (Acts 26: 
19, 20). 

7. Believers and unbelievers. 

8. Matthew 12: 30, “He that is not with 
me is against me.’ 

9. He persuaded them “concerning Jesus, 
both from. the law of Moses and from the 
prophets, from morning till evening” (Acts 
28 : 23). 

10. It was “everywhere . 
against” (Acts 28: 22). 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Dec. 6. How Jesus Reveals God’s Love. John 
14: 1-11, (Consecration mecting.) 
Dec. 13. Making Christmas Christian. 
4: 1-5. 

Dec. 20. Christmas Messages in Literature. 
Isa. 9:6, 7. 

Dec. 27. Should We Learn from the Experi- 
ences of Others? Why? How? Heb. 11: 
32-40; 1a:1, 2. 


Mic. 


Sunday, November 29 


Where Are Missionaries Needed in 
This Country? (Rev. 3: 14-22) 





Mon.—In sinful cities (Jonah 3 : 1-5). 

Tues.—In rural districts (Acts 8 : 26-3§). 

Wed.—Wherever people meet (Acts 16: 
11-15). F 

Thurs.—Where superstition rules (Acts 
17 : 16-21). 

Fri.—To preach the word (Ezra 7:1, 6- 


10). 
Sat.—Missions to the Jews (Acts 28: 16, 
17, 30, 31). 











What need is there in our.town for mis- 
sionaries? 
Which is the better, home-mission work or 
revivals? ° 

How may we do home-mission work? 


if pense story is told of an artist who was 
once asked to paint a picture of a 
decaying church. To the astonishment of 
many, instead of showing on the canvas 
an old, tottering ruin, the artist painted 
a stately edifice of modern grandeur. 
Through the open portals could be seen 
the richly carved pulpit, the magnificent 
organ, and the beautiful stained glass 
windows. © Within the grand entrance was 
an offering plate of elaborate design for 
the offerings of the fashionable wor- 
shipers. But, —and here the artist’s idea 
of a decaying church was made known,— 
right above the offering plate there hung 
a square box bearing the legend, “For 
missions.” And right over the slot 
through which the contributions ought to 
have gone, he painted a large spider’s 
web! as 


Perhaps the artist referred to in the 
above story had been reading from Reve- 
lation the same portion as that assigned 
for our Scripture lesson this week, for 
the church at Laodicea that John pictures 
was “rich, and increased with goods,” and, 
in her opinion, had need of nothing. Yet 
she was actually wretched and miserable, 
poor, and blind, and naked. And notice 
what had brought about this condition. 
She was “lukewarm,” neither hot nor 
cold, and utterly indifferent. 

Many believe that this picture of the 
Laodicean church shows the spiritual state 
of the professing church of Christ in the 
last days, immediately preceding his com- 
ing. But what does this have to do with 
the thought of the need of missionaries? 
Why, it has everything to do with it, for 
indifference and self-satisfaction cut the 
nerve of missionary efforts. Churches, like 
individuals, are in danger when they have 
plenty of money to lavish upon themselves. 
Dependence upon God is forgotten, and 
the church becomes an organization rather 
thar an organism. 

Compare, if you will, the amount spent 
in your own church for comfort and en- 
tertainment with the amount given for 
definite home missionary work in your 
community or elsewhere in the land. How 
does this comparison appear to you in the 
light of our Lord’s second commandment, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self” ? 

4 


If we are to appreciate clearly our 
home. missionary responsibility we should 
know the needs in our own particular 
community or town. A number of young 
people’s societies have found that a house- 
to-house visitation brought in startling in- 
formation and had real developments. 
Such. a_ visitation, however, should be 





conducted with the co-operation and ad- 





vice of your pastor, and it should be not 
merely to secure information and to add 
members to your young people’s society 
or church, or Sunday-school, but it should 
also aim toward a definite witnessing for 
Christ. Mr. Conant’s book, “Every- 
Member Evangelism” (Harper and Bros., 
New York City, $1.50), will give you 
many valuable suggestions along this line. 
ye 

But, if your members or if the mem- 
bers of your church are to conduct such 
a visitation, they will need a definite in- 
filling and empowering of the Holy Spirit 
for the work, and so one of the very best 
preparations for learning the home mis- 
sion needs in your community will be a 
revival in your own church or in your 
own society. We lose sight of the fact, 
sometimes, that revivals are for Chris- 
tians. Evangelistic services are for un- 
believers. You cannot revive one who is 
spiritually dead. Such a one has to be 
born again. Until the members of the 
body of Christ become revived and built 
up and strengthened evangelistic services 
are likely to be without results. Once 
the church of Christ gets on fire unbe- 
lievers will be drawn to it and will be 
saved. We may answer the second ques- 
tion, then, suggested by our topic, “Which 
is the better, home-mission work or re- 
vivals?” by replying that a revival should 
come first and the home missionary work 
should follow as a natural out-working 
of the Holy Spirit who has come in full- 
ness into the lives of the members of the 


church, < 


But how are we to do home mission 
work? God never gives us a task to do 
without also empowering us for the task. 
If we will but open our hearts without 
reserve to the Holy Spirit and let him 
have his way with us, he will reveal so 
many doors of service along this line 
that we will wonder how we ever over- 
looked them before. Perhaps there is 
some section in your town or community 
that is remote from a church or Sunday- 
school, and where there is need for the 
beginning of a Sunday-school or mission. 
Most missions in our cities are glad to 
have the services of young people who 
can teach or assist in the services by sing- 
ing, playing the piano, or doing personal 
work. Perhaps there is a foreign settle- 
ment near you for which there is no spir- 
itual provision. You may rest assured 
that once your young people’s group is 
yielded and ready for service God will 
open the door for that service. Have you 
been asking him to prepare you and then 
definitely to show you what he would 
have you do? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship ' 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 23 to 29 
Mon.—Philemon 1-7. Character of Philemon. 

Philemon was. big-hearted and hospit- 
able both to Paul and the whole church, 
for it held its meetings in his house. 
Every home ought to be a church, for 
the family at least. Philemon must have 
had a streak of sternness, however, for 
Onesimus was fearful of going back 
without a letter from Paul. But grace 
doubtless led Philemon to do all that Paul 
recommended. Church history says, that 
he freed his slave, and that the latter 
became Bishop of Berea and was mar- 
tyred at Rome. 

PrayER SuGcEsTIONS: A leader in the 
Callender Memorial Church in Wilkins- 
burg (Pittsburgh), Pa., with three hun- 
dred members, and three hundred Sunday- 
school pupils, asks prayer for his assem- 
bly, a group forced to establish itself 
independently as a church when a Meth- 
odist pastor tried to force Dr. Sankey 
and his men’s Bible class to cease teach- 
ing Fundamental Christianity; pray for 
the pastor, Park A. Kurtz; for the two 
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thousand other independent churches in 
the United States. 
Tues.—Philemon 8-20. A Plea for a Slave. 

Onesimus was an expert in efficiency. 
Running away from his master to “see 
life” in Rome, he evidently goes to Paul 
with the trouble sin gets him into, and, 
finding Christ, he becomes indispensable 
to the great apostle, whose every want he 
anticipated, and doubtless afterward to 
Philemon. “By Christianizing the mas- 
ter,” says Wordsworth, “Christianity en- 
franchises the slave.’ The old South 
saw much of this beautiful relationship. 
The late Dr. James R. Howerton, one 
of the pioneers of Montreat, the Southern 
Presbyterian summer conference ground, 
was converted near Corpus Christi, Tex., 
by “Unele Charley,” a plantation 
preacher-slave who tould not read. Dr. 
Howerton, beloved “Marse Jim,” went a 
long journey to visit the aged ex-slave 
when he lay dying. 

Prayer .SuccestTions: Pray for the 
Gospel to have free course and be glori- 
fied in Spain under the new republic which ° 
allows liberty of worship, whereas not 
even a sign or symbol of worship could 
be used by a Protestant church under the 
monarchy; for a favorable reaction to 
Protestantism this new liberty must have 
in Latin America, where there are six 
million Spaniards. 

Wed.—Matthew 5 : 21-26. 
The Method of Reconciliation. 

It must have been a beautiful scene 
when Onesimus rapped at the door of 
Philemon at Colosse, and presented the 
letter from Paul. The heart-to-heart con- 
fession and forgiveness was really a 
carrying out of the Scripture for this 
“reading.” Much of the terrible division 
in the church groups today would be 
avoided by this divinely appointed method: 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the air- 
plane project of the Central American 
Mission (3611 Congress Ave., Dallas, 
Tex.); for Messrs. W. Cameron Towns- 
end and R. Lynn Van Sickle, now ex- 
ploring into the Department of Peten, 
Guatemala, to ascertain the feasibility of 
using planes for reaching the unevan- 
gelized Indian field; for Miss Cushnie, 
of Cannonsburg, Pa., about to join the 
Rev. and-Mrs. N. B. Cox among the Del 
Norte Indians. 


Thurs.—Psalm 133. 
The Beauty of Brotherhood. 
The tribes of Israel under the Judges 
had many and divided interests. David 
is believed to have penned this Psalm at 
the union of the tribes under himself as 
king. David uses the double illustration 
of the holy ointment on Aaron’s beard 
and the dew on Hermon. The high priest 
could not minister acceptably to the Lord 
without the anointing. Neither can you 
and I if we are without real unity in the 
Spirit with every brother. The dew made 
the ground fruitful. The slightest hatred 
or unlove makes us fruitless and useless 
to the Lord. 


Prayer SuGeestions: Pray for: the 
first Gospel car in the republic of Mex- 
ico, where good roads are rapidly ap- 
pearing. It ts God's gift to. the Latin 
American Prayer Fellowship, and carries 
six evangelists and a good quantity of 
Scriptures; for the eighteen full time 
workers in seven strategic centers (A. B. 
DeRoos, Field Director, Apartado 1857, 
Mexico, D. F.). 


Fri.—1 Peter 3: 8-16. Courtesy Enjoined. 
Verses 14 to 16 seem to be a tip to 
Fundamentalists as to how to “contend 
for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints.” Peter, ere long to be 
martyred himself, says that every Chris- 
tian should be able to give a reason of 
the hope that is in him (v. 15). -In 
Peter’s day the inquisitors were often 
official heathen judges, but he says we 
must be able to do so to every man — 
to classroom professors, for instance, and 
to self-sufficient modern university stu- 
dents. Do this courteously. Alford quotes 
Luther on this passage: “Then must ye 
not answeg with proud words, nor bring 
out the matter with a defiance and vio- 
lence as if ye would tear up trees!” And 
every testimony must be backed up with 
a godly life. 
Prayer Succestion: Pray for the 


























Many Rooms From One Room 
Fold back or roll back partitions when large 
room is desired. Used in many churches and 
Sunday school buildings. Saves space and 
cost of heating and lighting. Installed in old 
and new buildings. Many exclusive patented 
features. Guaranteed. Write for Catalog 


The J. G. Wilson Corporation 
11 E.38th St., N.Y.C. : Box 1194, Norfolk, Va. 
Offices in All Principal Cities 

















OVER 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS 





“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 

on Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


























CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 
announce the completion of 
ONE HUNDRED, YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York—Philadelphia— Asheville 

















Motilon Indians in the mountains of 
Western Venesuela, an almost extinct 
tribe in the oil region recently explored 
by John Dewal Rice and described in 
World Dominion for July-September. 
Sat.—Ephesians 6 : 5-9. Masters and Servants. 
God “winked at” the sins of polygamy 
in Old Testament times and of slavery 
in New Testament times. The wide abo- 
lition of slavery in Christendom is One 
of the incidental results of diffused Chris- 
tianity. It still exists in various forms. 
Liberia is just getting rid of it. Debtors 
are virtual slaves in much of Latin Amer- 
ica. The red tyranny in Russia, lauded 
by such wiseacres as Bernard Shaw, is 
little else than tyranny. Are we apply- 
ing the injunction in this “reading” to 
the free servants in our kitchens and 
garages? 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for a new 
boat to be supplied to the. colporteurs of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society at 
Port Said, Egypt, who sell from _ five 
hundred to seven hundred copies of the 
Scriptures every month to the ships that 
pass through the Suez Canal. The old 
boat, named “Mary Jones” for a mis- 
stonary supporting saint, has been worn 
out in this service <The Bible House, 
146.Queen Victoria St., London, Eng.) 
Sun.—1 John 4: 7-13. The Life of Love. 

“We are not all high-keyed along emo- 
tional lines. We do not all have the 
intense inner consciousness of love that 
a man like the apostle Paul had. Some 
of us are work-a-day, practical men and 
women, who live our daily lives in the 
will of God, and in daily faithfulness, 
not always with special experience of the 
inner passion of love. How comforting 
to know that if our daily life is unselfish 
and helpful, and we are living it for 
God and others as best we know how, 
then we are living this blessed love life 
as surely as the man who is more con- 
stantly sensible of the inner burnings of 
love in his soul.”—James H. McConkey, 
in “The New Commandment” (free from 


Silver Publishing Society, Bessemer 
Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 


Lillian Gamble Leper Home for women, 
Hongkong, China; for Miss Althea M. 
Todd, in charge; for the increasing bene- 
fit from the use of the oft-healing chaul- 
moogra oil; for the Gospel as. it is 


missions. 
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Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Is there any special social service work that 
a class of active Junior boys can be made 
responsible for? The class referred to is a 
group of eleven-year-olds. 

AVE you some old folks in your 

community to whom the task of 
keeping the walks clean is a burden? 
Then why not organize a street-cleaning 
brigade among the boys, and have them 
go two by two and look after the walks. 
In one locality where this plan’ was tried 
out the boys kept the walks clean during 
the fall when the leaves had to be raked 
up and carted off. Then when snow fell 
it was their job to see to it that the 
walks were cleaned promptly. In this 
district there were three homes where 
their services were offered, and the work 
these boys did was certainly appreciated. 

Work of this kind links Sunday-school 
and church teaching with everyday af- 
fairs, —something that many of our 
children need to understand. 





I should like some suggestion for making a 
missionary poster to hang in our Junior 
room. I believe that a poster would often 
preach a “silent sermon” to the boys and 
girls. 


N A Georgia Sunday-school I saw this 
poster in the Junior Department. Three 





When answering advertisements, 
* mention The Sunday School Times. 


sheets of green mounting board were 
fastened together, one above the other. 


preached here; for all lepers and leper 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


On the top sheet is printed, “Do You 
BELIEVE IN Missions?” Below this is a 
picture of Jesus and a lamb, and under it 
these words: “Jesus Samp Freep My 
SHEEP.” On the second sheet is a pic- 
ture of the world. Above are the words 
“THE WHOLE, WIDE Wor-tp FoR Jesus.” 
A cross covers the two hemispheres on 
the map, and rays radiating from the 
cross reach out to pictures of children of 
many lands. 

“Wat Can WE Do?” is the question 
on the third sheet. The answer as given 
is, “We can pray. We can give. We 
can go.” 





Are there any other special ways of observ- 
ing a birthday in the Primary Department 
aside from having the child sit in a decorated 
chair? 
Bate school uses a birthday hoop. An 
ordinary barrel hoop has been wound 
with colored cheesecloth, with paper flow- 
ers fastened here and there. -This is 
placed on the floor and the child stands 
inside the hoop while the birthday song 
is being sung and greetings extended. 
Another plan is to have a group of 
little friends form a chain or circle 
around. the birthday child, and this group 
will sing the birthday song. 
Recently I saw a bower made for the 
birthday child by taking a strip of inch 
mesh chicken wire netting and forming 


647 








CHRISTMAS 
*MUSIC 


Samples of complete services of Songs, Reeita- 
tions, etc., free to Pastors, Supt. or Committee. 
These, only, are free. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Christmas Helper No. 19. Book of drills, Dia- 
logues, Recitations for all ages, songs, etc. 25 

cents postpaid. 

The King’s Treasure. A 3-way story cantata, 
Unusual dialogue—charming music for all 
schools, large or small. $3.00 a dozen. 

**The King Comes.’’ A Worship presentation in 
dialogue form. Easy and effective. 25 cents. 

“Christmas Specials No. 8.’’ For ‘teen age or 
older. 4 special features. 25 cents. 

On Christmas Street. Secular Cantata for chil- 
dren. Clean, bright and wholesome. 35 cents 
each. $3.60 the dozen. 

Ancient and Modern Christmas Carols. 36 in 
book form for 18 cents. Nothing like it. 

All, except Helper, sent for examination. : 

Special Offer. Send $1.00 for one each (Value 
$1.50) and mention this ad. 

HALL. MACE CO., 2let & Arch Phila., Pa. 

usic 


at. ‘o., Western Selling ents, 














it into a canopy over the chair. Then 


306 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


ad + 2 < ” 
God’s Christmas Gift 

A Pageant-ette employing ‘all grades, Beginner- 
Senior and featuring ‘“White Gifts.’’ Spiritual and 
very entertaining. Catchy music. Easy to produce, 


Inexpensive, TTURNABLE EXAMINATION 
copy on request. 99 
rei’ sony “The Dream Song 


Send 2s5c and 
GRANT TULLAR City Hall P. O. Box 613 


greatest Sac 
(M), New York, N.Y. 

















Test Your Knowledge of the Bible 





By AMOS R. WELLS 





important. parts of the Scriptures. 


BIBLE SAYINGS 








KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


1500 questions|based on great events, leading characters and 


GO TILL YOU GUESS 


400 sections of 5 questions each, “throwing light“ o some ime 
portant Bible fact or event — leading to the final answer. 


1500 sentences to test one’s knowledge of all-important sayings 
of the Bible. In these chosen sayings rests the Soul of the Bible. 





W. A. Witode COMPANY, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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An Unusual Christmas Gift 


is this New Testament, bound in Olive- 
wood cover with Crusaders cross. Sent 
direct from the Holy Land. 


44%x 6%, 60 colored illustrations $ 1.50 
3% x4, 6 colored illustrations $1.25 


AMERICAN COLONY STORES 
Jerusalem 
Send for free price list AMERICAN BRANCH: 


of many other objects 
of Biblical interest. 





Personal checks accepted 


Palestine 


26 East 55th Stteet 
New York, N.Y. 
































OPPORTUNITIES 


PROVEN PLANS OF RELIABLE CONCERNS 


Utmost care has been taken in the ‘selection of these little ads. 
Respond to them with confidence 

















AGENTS WANTED 


AGENTS WANTED— WIDELY KNOWN 
manufacturer wants an agent in every com- 








| munity to sell money and labor saving 
household _ specialties. Quick _ sellers. 50 
percent profit, constant repeats. Agents pro- 


tected for repeat business in territory. ‘Write 
today. Amazul Products Co., P. O. Box 3464, 
Dept. A, Station O, Philadelphia, Pa. 


START IN BUSINESS—NO INVESTMENT. 
First quality pure silk hosiery at wholesale 
prices. $25 to $100 credit allowed. Write for 
particulars. Lenox Hosiery Co., 366 Fifth 
Ave., New York City. 











| Household Preparations. 


EARN MONEY QUICKLY AND EASILY— 
Take orders for Adams’ 44 Useful Toilet and 
Write: Adams, 
1841 North 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





“RUN-PROOF” 73c LADIES’ SILK HOSE, 
Full-fashioned. Guaranteed. Just invented, 
Free samples. “Hurry” Moss (RPA) Co., 
Hartford, Conn. 





MONEY FOR CHRISTMAS—SEARCH YOUR 
old trunks and send all old envelopes used 





before 188. Highest prices paid. George 
Hakes, 290 Broadway, New York. . 
LADIES—REFINED, CAPABEE. EXCEP- 


tional opportunity to increase income selling 
semi-made exclusive dress creations of Euro- 
pean firm. Social and club connections an 
asset. Suite 1905, 15 East 26th, New York City, 








POLMET, THE WONDERFUL POLISHING 
Cloth. Cleans all metals without liquid, paste 
or powder. Approved by Good Housekeeping 
Institute. Sells fast at 25 cents. Sample free, 
Gale Co., 47 Edinboro St., Bosten, Mass. 
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the trellis was covered with paper flow- 
ers and vines, making a lovely bower in 
which the child sat during the service. 

A more elaborate canopy is of wooden | 
lattice work, with a built-in seat. The | 
bower is wired and tiny electric lights 
are used to indicate the number of years 
the child is celebrating. 

Any of these ideas may be used instead 
of the ordinary ribbon-bowed birthday 
chair. 





We are talking about some sort of party 
for our Juniors this fall after Promotion 
Sunday and want something that will in- 
clude the new classes coming in from the 
Primary Department,— something in which 
they may participate on an equal basis with 
the older Juniors amd feel at home with their 
fellow pupils and teachers. Have you any 
suggestion to give us as to what we can do? 





F your church is fortunate enough to 

be located where it is possible to have 
a Nutting Party some Saturday after- 
noon, you are to be congratulated for 
there are few types of parties that may 
be more enjoyable, " Here is how one 
group of workers carried out such a 
party. Each boy and girl was provided 
with a stout muslin bag, one that held 
perhaps a quart of nuts. These bags were 
to be filled first and* then each could | 
gather some for himself.. The bags were 
carefully stored in a safe place for distri- 
bution at Thanksgiving to children who | 
were deprived of the joy of gathering the ! 
nuts themselves. Thus the new children 
in the department could be made to feel 
the joy of helping others. 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath Schoo! 
Association 


We recently organized a class to study one 
of the elementary teacher-training textbooks, 
and find it most helpful, but our denomina- 
tion’s Sunday School Board tells us that they 
now recognize only the classes that take the 
Standard Teacher Training Course. Would 
our State Sunday School Association enroll 
our class and give certificates for work done 


.. in the elementary course? 


OME denominations continue to ap- 

prove the use of the less difficult 
elementary courses. Other denomina- 
tions insist that the standard course be 
used. These denominations have in- 
structed the State Associations not to 
enroll classes that use courses not ap- 
proved by the denomination. The State 
Assotiations are under obligation to 
respect these instructions. 

You might ask the denominational ofh- 
cers to permit the taking of the elemen- 
tary course. If this consent should be 
obtained the State Association will be 
glad to provide the examinations and cer- 
tificates. We have record of other 
classes that have received such special 
permission. 





In our county several years ago we had a 
teacher-training class for almost every 
school. The one-year courses were used. 
Now that the Standard Course is required we 
do not have a single school with a teacher- 
training class. The Standard Course does not 
offer enough Bible study for a Sunday-school 
class and the course is too long. How are 
the teacher-training needs of these schools 


met? 


ANY schools located in towns and 
cities are represented in the Com- 
munity Schools of Religious Education. 


These schools have well qualified instruc- ¢ 

One_ or | Apostasy has reared its ugly 

. more members of different Sunday- 
- schools form the student body. 

Other Sunday-schools send members | § 

to the schools conducted in the summer The Danger of 


“tors and do excellent work. 


camps. 


‘the Sunday Schools” (Abingdon Press, 


| for Teaching” 





New York, 75 cents), “Preparation 
(Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, Witherspoon Building, Phila- 
, delphia,; 40 and 75 cents). 





We have tried to conduct a_ successful 
training class in the Standard Course, but 
have found the textbooks too difficult. Our 
effort has failed. We are willing to try again 
if we can find a course less difficult amd one 
that will give us more Bible lessons. What 
can we do? 


A shorter elementary course text- 
books are largely Bible courses and 
are-simple and practical. Whether your 
class could have denominational approval 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





(Lesson 
























or not it would be worth while to study 
the textbook with examinations. 

A new training course in which Bible 
study has a large place is now Offered by 
the Evangelical Teacher Training Asso- 
ciation, care of Dr. Clarence H. Benson, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. This is a 
more thorough and more difficult course 
thai the elementary books and will call 
for instructors who are competent as 
well as orthodox. 


The most important part of prayer, said 
George Miller, is the last ten minutes 
after prayer. “Listen for God’s answer.” 
—The Keswick Calendar. 


for Nov. 29) NOVEMBER -[4, 1931 





Dr. Dawson’s Articles on 
Atonement and Forgiveness 


HE two fine Scriptural studies on 
“Forgiveness Through the Blood of 


Atonement,” by W. Bell Dawson, M.A., 
D.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., which were publishéd 


in the October 24 and 31 issues of the 
Times, may be had in. pamphlet form. 
Copies may be obtained at one English 
penny each, ten copies for one shilling, 
from Pickering and Inglis, 14 Pater- 
noster Row, London, E. C. 4, its pommel 


or 35 cents a dozen ope the Upper 


Canada Tract Society, « 
Avenue, Toronto, 2, Ontatio, Cans 
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Shout it from the heapatane 


It’s Time to 


HELP THE JEWS! 


HE world is doomed. The Devil 

may fool some by another spell of 
trumped-up Prosperity, and the apostles 
of Peace without Christ, and the 
| League of Nations, without God may 
fool themselves with a few more World 
Peace “ Treaties’; but the sad Scrip- 
ture truth is that this world is doomed. 
Doomed to midnight darkness, because 
it has rejected the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And in days of darkness, it is well for 
the child of God to watch the Jew! 
For. in His inscrutable and unim- 
peachable sovereignty, He has ordained 
that on Israel's destiny there also hangs 
world destiny. 


Zionism is at grips with Death itself ! 
Contrary to the thought of many, Zion- 
ism is not the solution of the Jewish 


paring the way for that monster to come, 
the Anti-Christ. The only solution to the 
Jewish problem is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the nghtful Heir to the Throne of David! 
And as the Jews become disillusioned 
as to Zionism, and begin to lose hope 
in Judaism itself, is it not clearly God's 
purpose that we as Christians shall step 
in the breach and point them to ther 
Saviour and Messiah, their only hope ? 


It’s time to help the Jews ! Russia 
is killing them by the thousands, and 
robbing them of every vestige of re- 
ligious faith. This has its reflex upon 
the Jews in all parts of the world, so 
that it is a startling truth, though grude- 
ingly admitted, that never were the Jews 
so ex-religious as they are now. They 





‘need desperately the Gospel. 
It’s time to help the Jews! In our 
own s0- Christian , where 


America 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
has been preached for these 150 years, 
head. Min- 
isters are daring to preach m Christian 
pulpits on such sacrilegious subjects as 
’ Worshiping Jesus,” 
“The Mistakes of Jesus,” “A New 





Since the withdrawal of the Interna- | | God Needed for a New Age,” etc., 


tional Council of Religious Education’s | himeelt i 
approval of the first standard or elemen- | etc., until the Jew is bewildered 


tary courses, no adequate provision has and debauched, and knows not what 


been offered to the rural schools. Some | 
denominations, however, seeing the need | 
of simpler textbooks for classes in = 


‘Sunday-school continue to approve suc 


books as “Training the Teacher” (liar | 
per & Brothers, New York, $1.50), 
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problem — it only intensifies it by pre~.. 


is real Christianity. And thus Isaiah 60 : 
1-2 is beginning to be fulfilled, “ For 
. ... darkness shall cover the earth.” 
On the facade of the Riverside Baptist 
Church building in New York City, 
over the main doorway, stands a group 
of figures cast in plaster. In the center is 
the figure of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
around Him are grouped a Deewin, an 
Einstein, a Socrates, a Plato, an Emer- 
son! Can darkness be better exemplified 
than by this disgraceful _ sacrilege 

done to our Lord? And if darkness is 
come upon Gentiles, shall we not ex- 
pect God t to fulfill the second part of 
the same Isaiah prophecy, “But the Lord 
shall arise upon thee’ (Israel) > 


It’s time to help the Jews! They 
themselves are in a state of flux. Their 
Judaism gone, they fear to turn tq the 

urch, use sadly enough, the 
Church has held out’to them no beck- 
oning finger of welcome. Wherever this 
has been done, the results have been 
little short of marvelous. For- God's 
promise still is good, ‘“ The Gospel . 
is the power of God unto Salvation 

. to the Jew First!” 


Even now, with only a few awakened Christ- 
ian souls, there are more Jews reading the New 
Testament and inquiring into the things of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, than since the day of Pen- 
tecor:! This is the testimony of well-informed 
men in touch with conditions. May it not be 
that God will work a miracle and use an awak- 
ened Israel to lead in anew revival that shall lift 
us out of our present morass of doubt, infidelity 
and despair ? 


The Tragedy of Christianity 


It’s time to help the Jews! For 19 long 
centuries Gentile Christians have been esleep. 
And throughout these 19 centuries the outstand- 
ing characteristic of the Church toward the Jew 
has been, and continues to be, INGRATI- 
TUDE! The very Gentile Christians who re- 
ceived Salvation through the martyr sacrifices of 
Jews seem not tohaye thought enough of these 
samc Jews to say, “ Let's give the Gospel back 
to those who gave it-to us first.” Just think, 
there has never lived a man who has given as 
much as $100,000 for Jewish Missions! The 
Cent.rion of old built the Jews a synagogue. 
And he was a heathen! Millions for every 
conceivable project under the sun, but no one 
ever gave $100,000 for Jewish Missions! 
WHAT AN INDICTMENT! 


The Challenge of the Jew 


It’s time to help the Jews! In great 
crises of history, the helping of the Jews 
was the vital base of God's action. In 
the black night of Egypt's chamel-house, 
the Egyptians themselves, dazed~ and 
panic-stricken, helped the Jews! In the 
hour of deliverance from the clutches of 
Haman, “ They that did the king's busi- 
ness, helped the Jews !”’ In the day of 
return to Jerusalem under the décree of 
yoy those very heathen helped the 

ews | 


The hour of God's clock is soon to 
strike. It's five minutes to twelve ! What 
a challenge to the Christians of America! 
Are there one hundred of the Lord's 
people willing to adventure with God in 
behalf of a re-aw akened Jewry,to the ex- 
tent of $1,000 a year? And are there 
two hundred who will undertake $500? 
Is there one who is willing to lay down 
$100,000 for God to use among His 
covenant Israel > 


Are there 1,000 willing to venture 
$100 a year on God's covenant people 
in the hour of crisis? And where are 
the many thousands who should bring 
in $50, and $25, and $10, and $5, 
and even the $1, which God will honor 
because it comes from the heart ? 


God has given us a world vision of 
Jewish needs and opportunities. Our program 
is so tremendous. in its scope, that we cannot 
print it in public. And in the work we have 
done so far, God has raised friends to help, not 
in large gifts,..but in many smell gifts, to show 
that He still can use a Gideon's army. And 
these self-sacrificing friends have been the back- 
bone of our world-wide testimony. 


Will you jom them? A new blessing awaits 
you when you do. If you could only see the 
testimonies we get from those who have tried it! 
You cannot fail if you tie to God! Israel is 
God's people, and you are doing business with 
God, when you help the Jews ! 


This is our al to the Christians of 
America. 15 is dom atic, so are the facts. A 
devoted child of God who read our appeal a 
few months ago wrote us, “‘ My heart is strangely 
touched toward the Jews. .. . . I am enclosing 
what may seem a very tiny sum, but most every- 
thing I have seems goiiig or gone - yet / must 
help the Jews !’’ 

Dear Reader, may God help you to do what 
is right! 





American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Avenue 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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